The following article was featured at the University at Buffalo web site a few months ago. Some of the information is out-of-date.
Writer’s sense of awareness, humor

Robert Swiatek, EdM ‘66, knows how to write books. In ’08 he wrote and self-published I Don’t Want to be a Pirate – Writer, maybe (a title paying tribute to Jerry Seinfeld), in which he details the book-writing process from the agents and editors to the pirating publishers themselves. It’s one of six books he had published in 2008 alone.

Working out of his home in Williamsville, NY, Swiatek has been seriously authoring short, informative books since the ‘70s. He wears his sturdy sense of humor on his sleeve like a badge of social activism, bringing the loaded topics of war, workers’ wages, and the environment to his pages. Calling on his UB experience, Swiatek aims to teach with his writing and admittedly brings strong emotion to his craft. Yet despite his serious subjects, he always keeps it light. Titles like here’s your free gift – send $10 for shipping and wake up – it’s time for your sleeping pill embody the annoyed but light-hearted wisdom he seeks to purvey.

“There’s a common thread; I think it’s the laughter in every book” says Swiatek. “Without that, there’s just too much despair. You have to have hope in every book.” 

High school math to Bankers Trust

Departing from UB with his EdM in mathematics education, Swiatek began his career teaching high school math at St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute in Buffalo. After two years at St. Joes, he taught for a year at Mahwah Jr. – Sr. High School in New Jersey before returning to the higher education classroom to earn his master’s degree in computer science from Binghamton University. Still, he continued to teach, this time math at North High School in Binghamton, including a computer math course, followed by two more years in Wappingers Falls in Dutchess County, NY.

Swiatek and his girlfriend at the time then applied for jobs at Nestlé Foods as computer programmers – Swiatek got the job, his girlfriend didn’t. “So you can imagine it was probably the beginning of the end of that relationship,” Swiatek jokes. 

Taking advice from a friend, Swiatek began doing software consulting work as a private contractor. In eerie, retrospective fashion, his first contract was at the Bankers Trust building in New York City. Across the street from the former South Tower at the World Trade Center, the building faces Ground Zero and was seriously damaged during the attacks of 9/11.

Swiatek returned to Nestlé for more consulting work before pursuing his present career as an independent writer. His first book published was The “Read My Lips” Cookbook: A Culinary Journey of Memorable Meals. 

Changing alongside UB

There’s one class at UB Swiatek remembers best: Psychology of Education. Professor Gaier offered a list of related books for future reference, and in the years to come, this stuck with Swiatek. To this day he maintains a spreadsheet of the books and authors he wishes to read and feels the process continues to shape him as a writer. 

Coming full circle, in April 2002 Swiatek returned to UB for a seminar on web design. While the process was quite different than the computer programming he became familiar with decades prior, Swiatek developed his skills rather quickly. Today, he manages his own website, bobcooks.com, where he announces all his upcoming book signings, offers free downloadable parts of his books, and posts his favorite political cartoons and culinary recipes.

A cancer survivor, Swiatek is an avid critic of environmental policy. He admires his alma mater for its environmentalist transformations since he graduated. “Now [UB] is an environmental school. It’s one of the leaders of the country, which is great,” Swiatek says. He hopes to include more writing on the personally painful subject of cancer in a future project, while currently working on a book on the concept of truth, expected to be published in the fall of 09.

When he’s not writing for his books, Swiatek is an underwriter for National Public Radio affiliate WBFO, broadcast out on Allen Hall on UB’s Main Street Campus. He’s a proud uncle of Elizabeth Stellrecht, BFAS ’06, MLS ’09, who just received her master’s degree in library sciences and works at UB’s Lockwood Memorial Library. 

She did the artwork for Swiatek’s seven latest books.

