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Introduction 
 

I think that everyone has a sense of 
humor, even though it varies from one person to 
the next. I’m not aware of any studies done to 
find out where it originates, but somehow I feel 
heredity has something to with it. You may get it 
from your mom or dad, or even from an uncle, 
aunt or some grandparent. Though he died a 
week before my ninth birthday, my grandfather 
Thomas – my mom’s father – seemed to always 
be so happy. This is in spite of the fact that he 
lived through the Great Depression – another 
oxymoron – and his health wasn’t the greatest. 

Some people are jovial, happy and seem 
to always be laughing. Others may appear glum 
and never to have smiled, let alone chuckle. 
George Costanza offered that his mother never 
laughed in her life. The best she would do is 
smirk. That word has most of the letters found in 
smile, so that might be good enough. If I 
remember correctly, she did smile on the episode 
when she played Mahjong with her friends. 

Some individuals – like Baptists, relative 
to drinking – may be closet laughers, or they just 
never show it, while actually having a great time. 
I need not tell you about others who seem joyful, 
while simultaneously not having that good a time 
in reality. They just put on a good show, like a 
comedian or entertainer. 

As you’ve noticed, I thanked many of the 
comics, satirists, icons and funny guys and gals 
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at the beginning of the book. As you can see, 
there are quite a few humorists that affected my 
writing life. Some get into political humor, while 
a few make a living by putting people down. 
Others deal in slapstick or making brilliant 
observations about human behavior and 
language. My favorite section of the Sunday 
Buffalo News is the comics because it’s funny, 
carefree and full of great looks into people and 
what they do. If you’re into them, you’ll find a 
few on the pages I have for my books on my 
website, www.bobcooks.com. 

I’ve always felt that laughter is the best 
medicine, and you don’t need a referral. You 
also don’t have to have health insurance and 
there are no side effects. In fact, smiling, 
chuckling and roaring with laughter have some 
great effects on the side, front and belly. You 
can’t have too much humor in your life. 

Laughter can heal, help you recover 
quicker after hospital visits and reduce stress. 
This latter benefit means longer life, lower blood 
pressure and fewer doctor visits. Co-pays are 
almost eliminated. Humor is vital in today’s 
work environment. As a consultant, I faced many 
days when I asked myself, “Did what I saw in 
that meeting really happen?” Fortunately, I 
laughed and then wrote about just those times in 
a few of my books, some of which weren’t even 
part of the series of my books on missing 
intelligence, which consensus has it are my 
funniest books. 
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ears pierced while you wait is my 
sixteenth or seventeenth book, depending on 
how you count and if you’re happy about the 
number thirteen. Since my cookbook was 
republished in 2010 – that edition was soon 
unpublished and the third edition came out in 
2011, but only as an ebook – I don’t think I 
should count it more than once. Also, the book 
published just before Thanksgiving in 2010 was 
written by Wendy. She’s a woodchuck – 
something that may have to be considered in the 
count – but I helped her since she’s not that 
familiar with spellchecker. Nevertheless, each of 
those books – whatever the count is – has my 
sense of humor, some more than others. This 
book is one of those books that I hope you’ll find 
belongs in the category of more. 

The whole adventure – the truly good 
kind – began about thirty years ago when I read 
Real Men Don’t Eat Quiche by Bruce Feirstein 
and Lee Lorentz. You may know that I don’t eat 
quiche – this has nothing to do with the title just 
mentioned – but strangely enough, my cousin 
Jim’s wife, Virginia, prepared a delicious quiche 
not that long ago. This was on February 2, 2010, 
when we were snowbound in their North 
Carolina home after more than a foot of that 
white stuff fell. 

The Feirstein and Lorentz book is a short 
book, having fewer than a hundred pages. It’s 
somewhat amusing and may even have made the 
best-seller list. Once I finished reading it, I 
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thought I could write a similar book, maybe even 
funnier than Real Men Don’t Eat Quiche. My 
idea was a short book on language, sayings and 
expressions in the English language. You can 
find more detail on this in my 2008 book, I 
Don’t Want To Be A Pirate – Writer, maybe.  
My friend Tom in Florida found it – my journey 
as a writer – to be very funny. 

That book to challenge Feirstein and 
Lorentz in the laughs marathon was never 
published, but you can find pieces of it in for 
seeing eye dogs only and wake up – it’s time for 
your sleeping pill. The third book in the series 
came out at the end of 2008, here’s your free 
gift – send $10 for shipping. I would describe 
the books as nothing more than watching what 
people do and say. It can really be funny. My 
observations in those three books cover 
government decisions, the thoughts of children – 
always funny and they always will be – church 
bulletins that aren’t proofread, wondrous quotes, 
computers, the internet, health-could-care-less, 
laughter from the great comics and questions you 
shouldn’t ask. Regarding this latter category, it is 
indeed a fact that there are truly dumb questions. 
A few other topics brought up include criminals 
in training, signs, headlines, disorder in the 
court, oxymorons, pleonasms and  
paraprosdokians. Don’t feel bad, I didn’t know 
about that last one either until recently. Please 
don’t ask me to spell that word without looking 
at this page. 
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The title of this book was originally 
meant to serve as the title of my first book on 
missing intelligence. Instead it became for 
seeing eye dogs only. That’s all in lower case 
with no capital letters, as shown. ears pierced 
while you wait is the fourth in the series of these 
books, or the third sequel, and it could be the 
last. You know how it is with sequels. Maybe 
it’s fitting that way, and perhaps, I’ve come full 
circle. As far as this title, you can’t stop in to the 
ear place, drop them off and pick them up after 
work. You’ll have to wait for them. 

On the back of the cover of these four 
books – but not on the ebook versions – you’ll 
find that poor rottweiler. By now, I think he 
knows how to swim, poor guy. In a similar 
fashion to what you see at the end of most 
motion pictures, “No animal was harmed in the 
writing of this book.”  

Someone said, “Art is either plagiarism 
or revolutionary.” You’ll probably see some 
familiar things in this book, but I hope there’s a 
good deal of the latter – without the guns, bullets 
and violence. Also remember that I’m only the 
messenger. I remind you of a Steven Wright bit 
that he did.  

 
I walked into a hardware store and soon a 

clerk said to me, “May I help you?” 
I replied, “Do you have anything I would 

like?” 
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She then said, “How do I know what you 
would like?” 

I answered, “You started it!” 
 
Being an author means that no matter 

what you write – even if it’s intended as a 
compliment – someone might be offended. All I 
can say is, “Lighten up.” This is intended to 
brighten your day. As you read this book, I warn 
you, you may not laugh at everything. That’s a 
good thing. Enjoy and may the farce be with 
you! 
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1.  With eyes wide open 
 

Maybe I’m an observant person, but I 
truly have my doubts. After all, I belong to the 
masculine part of the human race. Nonetheless, 
at some point a few years ago, I began to observe 
men, women and children, and what they say and 
do. You wouldn’t be reading this if that weren’t 
the case. I’m using a great deal of our language 
to arrive at some of this. 

 
 
 
I figured out why the United States is 

losing the war in Afghanistan and Iraq. They 
have an Army of one. 

 
 
 
 
For all you Seinfeld fans, I had to include 

the next one. 
It was so cold out, I saw a lawyer 

walking with a cape on. 
It’s not much of a surprise, but capes don’t 
provide that much warmth. I prefer, “It was so 
cold out I saw a lawyer with his hands in his own 
pockets.” 
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My friend Michele not only is a great 
singer, she also does my hair. In March 2009, I 
had an appointment with her since that stuff on 
top of my head was becoming rather long. The 
time for me to be at the salon was 7:30 in the 
morning. On arrival there, I asked her husband 
Tom if these were normal hours. He said they 
did it as a reminder of when they first opened the 
business. A few minutes later I asked Michele if 
she was a morning person. She said no, but that 
she wasn’t a night person either. Tom and I both 
concluded that she was a mid-day person. 
Those people don’t receive enough attention. 
 
 
 
 
 On April 2, 2009, I made sushi. 
It wasn’t intentional. 
 
 
 
 
 I imagine that Mexico has a lot of senor 
moments. 
 
 
 
 
 On December 24, 2010, I ran out of the 
Forever stamp. 
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I saw this fact on television in the spring 
of 2009. You were born with more bones than 
you have now. 
In my case, that’s not true. I eat a lot of fish. 
 
 
 
 
 I printed a document on a sponge since I 
wanted a soft copy. 
 
 
 
 
 I wouldn’t say that some of my friends 
are demented, but all I get from them is immoral 
support. 
 
 
 
 
 On May 14, 2009, my tongue wound up 
in my cheek. 
I had to unwind it. 
 
 
 
 

I have a Scotchgard terrier. 
If people spill anything on him, I don’t have to 
worry. 
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While walking on the Ellicott Creek 
Trailway on Wednesday morning, April 29, 
2009, I saw a Mexican border collie. 
I would have said it was a Canadian border 
collie, but that would have only gotten three 
quarters the number of laughs. 
 
 
 
 
 I walk the Ellicott Creek Trailway almost 
daily. People doing the same wonder why I’m 
moving so slowly. They ask, “Do you have lead 
in your feet?” 
 “Well, my hiking boots were made in 
China.” 
 
 
 
 
 While on a trip back up north from Sun 
City, Florida, in January 2010, I believe I came 
upon an answer to the question, “Where’s 
Waldo?” 
 
 
 
 
 On this same trip, I saw a feral pig 
grazing along the interstate. 
Perhaps he just escaped when he heard they 
were going to have a pig roast. 
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 Onion bean soup is one of my favorite 
recipes and it can be found in my cookbook as 
well as on my website. The herbs I use in 
making it are bay leaves, sage, rosemary and 
thyme. One person who tried it felt it needed 
parsley. 
He was on his way to Scarborough Fair. 
 
 
 
 
 Some vehicles have windshield wipers on 
the back window – a great idea for people who 
drive backwards. 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that dolphins are so smart 
that within a few weeks of captivity, they can 
train people to stand on the very edge of the pool 
and throw them fish? 

 
 
 
 
I’m working on a family genealogy and 

wondering if there is such a thing as a cousin 
somewhat removed. 
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A woman president is fine with me but 
not one who is rogue. 
 
 
 
 
 There’s a new internet thing similar to 
Dancing with the Stars. It’s called Face the 
music and dance book. 
 
 
 
 
 If you really want to make your 
genealogy complicated, add in Foster children. 
 
 
 
 
 I wanted to be a gigolo, but I couldn’t 
find any colleges with programs. 
 
 
 
 
 At one of the festivals in which I 
participated in 2010, I saw a policeman eating an 
apple, not a donut. 
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 At the same event, I saw a carriage for 
two young children. I can’t image what the one 
that the Octomom uses looks like. 
 
 
 
 
 In the summer of 2010, I almost got run 
over by cars twice while shopping at the 
supermarket. Those posted stop signs didn’t 
mean a thing to these drivers. In each case, the 
guilty cars were Toyotas. 
You may not have heard, but some of those cars 
can’t stop. 
 
 
 
 

Some people are like slinkies – they’re 
really good for nothing, but they still bring a 
smile to your face when you push them down a 
flight of stairs. 
 
 
 
 

Light travels faster than sound. This is 
why some people appear bright until you hear 
them speak. 
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One out of four people in this country is 
mentally unbalanced. Think of your three closest 
friends. If they seem okay, then you’re the one. 

 
 
 
 
I met a guy who had no relents. 

I think that has something to do with re-
borrowing, or the season in the church before 
Easter. 

 
 
 
 
Not long ago, I watched the 1968 movie, 

2001: A Space Odyssey for the second time. I 
think I liked and understood it better the first 
time. I always watch the credits at the end of the 
movie. Eventually I saw on the screen the words, 
“THE END,” so I knew the movie was finished. 
In the credits it said that Glen Beck was one of 
the actors. 
He really started out young, didn’t he? Fox 
News wasn’t even around. 

 
 
 
     

I don’t read graphic novels. 
I took enough math courses in college. 
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 I refer to MapQuest (aka MapGuess) in 
my other books, but never added this bit of 
advice in their regard: Use MapQuest and you’ll 
never be early for anything. 

 
 
 
 
In early 2012, I received notice in the 

mail that I was a part of two lawsuits – one from 
the Honda Motor Corporation and the other from 
Netflix. I should be receiving compensation soon 
since both companies will settle, denying any 
wrongdoing. Yeah, right! Are there no decent 
companies left? 

 
 
 
 
I’m sure you’ve heard of, “Better dead 

than red.” In recent election years, we’ve had the 
blue states and the red. 

 
 
 
In reference to the Canadian border collie 

mentioned above, as I proofread this, the value 
of a dollar in the United States and Canada is 
about the same. 
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2.  Can’t you read the sign? 
 
In my 2005 award-winning book, for 

seeing eye dogs only, I mentioned that church 
bulletins that aren’t proofread can be 
embarrassing and hysterical. Perhaps, those who 
make up ads and signs should put a bit more 
thought and consideration into just exactly what 
will result before finishing their project. 

 
 
 
I watch a great number of movies and 

most of the time I stay until the credits are done. 
Seeing all these flicks, I notice that Dolly Grip is 
mentioned in most movies. Where does she find 
the time? She’s not in the main cast so maybe 
her role isn’t that exasperating. 
I wonder if she’s in any senior parrot movie. 
Still, she sure gets around. 

 
 
  
 
I spotted this sign at a church on 

Kensington Avenue in Buffalo in February 2009: 
How did I get here? 
Perhaps you used Mapquest or you’re a male 
who doesn’t ask for directions when lost. Is it 
possible you just left your GPS at home? 
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 On Wednesday, December 2, 2009, I saw 
a sign at a collision shop that said, Please Drive 
Safely.” 
Isn’t that counterproductive, business-wise? 
 
 
 
 

The Buffalo Sunday News had a grocery 
ad for the specific supermarket name brand 
product with the words ready to serve soup. I 
tried it and wasn’t impressed. 
Maybe I should have warmed it up. 
 
 
 
 
 At an Arts & Crafts festival in the 
summer of 2009, someone mentioned a sign they 
saw that said, No Parking on Pavement. 
I hope my car will be all right parking on the 
lake. 
 
 
 
 
 There was another ad for Barilla family 
size tortelloni.  
Will I have to buy a larger pot? 
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 This next one isn’t one I saw, but it’s 
certainly possible: The Peace center will have 
their Spring Gun Raffle on May 15. 
 
 
 
 
 The newspaper ad on Sunday, September 
12, 2010 for a local supermarket featured pre-
made meatballs.  
If you have meatballs in front of you, someone 
already made them. I can’t imagine what the 
word pre-made refers to for anything 
 
 
 
 

I bought some nectarines at the same 
store a few days after I saw the just-mentioned 
ad. They were labeled, Ready 2 Eat. 
I hope they’ll suffice for throwing at passing 
cars. 
 
 
 
 

I saw a bumper sticker that said, Babe 
Ruth Parent. 
Apparently the Fountain of Youth was found. 
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 I saw a newspaper ad for something 
called Glaceau Smart Water. I went to the 
grocery store, found it on the shelf, and asked it a 
question. There was no response. 
I guess it’s not that smart. Maybe it just needs 
more training. 

 
 
 
 

I saw a sign that said, old fashion house 
painting. Does this mean the painters are old-
fashioned, they’ll paint my house if it’s vintage 
or that they use lead in the paint? 
I’ll think I’ll stick with the college painters. 
 
 
 
 
 I have a matchbox that has an instruction 
to Strike on box.  
Can’t I use my beard to light the match? 
 It also warns, “Keep away from 
children.” 
Shouldn’t that be, “Keep away from arsonists as 
well?” 
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 I haven’t seen this sign or bumper sticker, 
but one of my t-shirts has the first four words on 
it, followed by a phrase in another language: 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
catch hell from both sides. 
I wonder if I translated those last few words 
correctly.  
 
 
 
 
 I saw this ad in the Sunday paper of 
September 13, 2009: 100% natural appetite 
suppressant patches. 
Wouldn’t some duck tape applied to a person’s 
mouth be more effective? 
 
 
 
 
 On Sunday, January 16, 2011, I saw this 
sign on a truck on my way to Mass: Better TV 
for all. 
Yeah, sure – that’ll happen. 



 21

 The last weekend of the summer of 2009 
was a banner day for great sayings on t-shirts. I 
was at the 42nd Annual Palmyra Canaltown 
Days, about ninety miles from my home, when I 
spied these gems:  
 
 
 
 Genius by birth – slacker by choice  
 
 
 
 

If I got smart with you, how would you 
know? 
Don’t write me; I think the person wearing it 
was kidding – I hope. 
 
 
 
 
 I’m out of my mind – but feel free to 
leave a message. 
I might change my answering message to this 
one. It’ll mess with the telemarketers’ minds. 
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 While driving home from the Naples 
Grape Festival on Sunday, September 27, 2009, I 
saw this ad on the side of a truck: We eliminate 
the smell from your dog or cat. 
I hope they don’t do this by having the animal 
stuffed – although that probably would work. 
Your pet won’t be very happy. 

 
 
 
 
In my travels, I saw an ad for Personal 

Dentistry. 
I don’t want to know what the alternative is. 
 
 
 
 

I’m sure you’ve seen the two words, 
labor pains. Isn’t that combination almost a 
pleonasm? 
If you’ve read my books, you know what that last 
word means. If the word is not familiar, look it 
up. 
 
 
 
 
 You may have seen this sign: Sometimes 
I wonder, “Why is that Frisbee getting 
bigger,” and then it hits me. 
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 I wish this next one wouldn’t come true: 
We’ll be friends until we’re old and senile. 
Then, we’ll be new friends. 
 
 
 
 
 This could be found on a t-shirt – I 
imagine – or even on a bumper sticker:  
Top 5 reasons why I don’t have ADD: 1. 
 
 
 
 
 A short while long ago, I saw a bumper 
sticker that had way too many words. More or 
less it said, I eat, sleep, talk, dream, love and 
live motorcycles. 
It was on the back of a truck and not a two-
wheeler. 
 
 
 
 
 On Saturday, January 11, 2011, I saw a 
Christmas Tree Store ad for a flameless candle. 
When I go camping, I’ll have to bring it along 
with my cordless rope and smokeless cigarettes. 
I think I can leave the matches at home. 



 24

 I took a great vacation to Nova Scotia in 
August 2010. As you might expect, I found a 
few humorous signs that I had to include. 
 
 
 
 As most of you know, New Hampshire is 
the Live Free or Die state.  
With the enormous failure of free trade – I prefer 
fair trade. Regarding that motto, do I have a 
third choice? 
 
 
 
 

One truck had these words on the back, 
Instant Delivery. If that were possible, why was 
he driving on the road? 
Maybe, he was just on his way to Dunkin’ 
Donuts. 
 
 
 
 
 One road sign I didn’t miss was a 300 
kilogram limit for trucks.  
Thank goodness I don’t drive a truck or else I’d 
have to do some conversions. 
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 I didn’t drive through the place, but I saw 
a sign for a town on Cape Breton Island in Nova 
Scotia with the name of Duffus. 
That’s as much as I’m saying here. The life I 
save could be my own. 
 
 
 
 
 One road sign in Nova Scotia on the way 
to Saint John, New Brunswick mentioned the 
town of Magnetic Hill. I wasn’t going there but 
somehow my car headed in that direction. I guess 
it was drawn that way. 
That wouldn’t have happened if my car were 
made of adobe. 
 
 
 
 

There was a sign that said, 9 Foot Road. 
Certainly, it’s not a long road, but the cost for 
repairs and the time to do them aren’t much. 
 
 
 
 
 I saw a sign with the words, Eating 
Systems. 
I know about the mouth and intravenous feeding, 
so this must be a new thing. 
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 A truck passed me by with the words, 
Intelligent Laundry Systems. 
Can I enter the laundromat with a load of 
clothes, leave them on the counter, return in a 
couple hours and pick up the clean, folded 
laundry?  
 
 
 
 
 This next one hasn’t anything to do with 
signs. On my last stop in the town of Keene, 
New Hampshire, the motel room in which I was 
staying had eight pillows. Granted, there were 
two beds, but I only have one head. 
Maybe they figured I’d invite some friends over 
for a pillow fight. 
 
 
 
 

By the way, 50 kilometers is about 31 
miles, 100 kilometers is around 62 miles and 300 
kilograms is approximately 661 pounds. 
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3.  Laughs from the web 
 
I always figured that there weren’t that 

many unique stories to write – many are just 
variations on a particular theme. When I 
mentioned to a visitor to my booth at an arts 
festival recently that there were something like 
ten of these, he replied that he thought the 
number was more like three. This same idea 
applies to jokes – so much so that you’ll see the 
same ones over and over when you check your 
email. Most of these emails will have a subject 
with the two letters, FW. I think the second 
represents waste and I don’t have to tell you 
what the other letter stands for. Generally, I skip 
those pieces of spam, but once in a while there 
are some truly great laughs, and they’re 
somewhat original. Enjoy what follows. 

 
 
 

Anal Glaucoma 
 

A woman calls her boss one morning and 
tells him that she is staying home because she is 
not feeling well.  “What’s the matter?” he asks. 

“I have a case of anal glaucoma,” she 
says in a weak voice. 

“What the hell is anal glaucoma?” 
“I can’t see my ass coming into work.” 
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A man in Scotland calls his son in 
London the day before Christmas Eve and says, 
“I hate to ruin your day but I have to tell you that 
your mother and I are divorcing. Forty-five years 
of misery is enough.” 

“Dad, what are you talking about?” the 
son screams. 

“We can’t stand the sight of each other 
any longer,” the father says. “We’re sick of each 
other and I’m sick of talking about this, so you 
call your sister in Leeds and tell her.” 

Frantically, the son calls his sister, who 
explodes on the phone, “Like hell they’re getting 
divorced,” she shouts. “I’ll take care of this.” 

She calls Scotland immediately and 
screams at her father, “You are NOT getting 
divorced. Don’t do a single thing until I get 
there. I’m calling my brother back and we’ll both 
be there tomorrow. Until then, don’t do a thing, 
DO YOU HEAR ME?” and hangs up. 

The old man hangs up his phone and 
turns to his wife. “Done. They’re coming for 
Christmas – and they’re paying their own way.” 
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A man was sitting reading his papers 
when his wife hit him on the head with a frying 
pan. 

“What was that for?” the man asked. 
The wife replied, “That was for the piece 

of paper with the name Jenny on it that I found 
in your pants pocket.” 

The man then said, “When I was at the 
races last week, Jenny was the name of the horse 
I bet on.” 

The wife apologized and went on with 
the housework. 

Three days later the man is watching TV 
when his wife bashes him on the head with an 
even bigger frying pan, knocking him 
unconscious. Upon awakening, the man asked 
why she had hit again. 

The wife replied, “Your horse phoned.” 
 
 
 
 
My wife said, “Watcha doin’ today?” 
I said, “Nothing.” 
She said, “You did that yesterday.” 
I said, “I wasn’t finished.” 
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 Everyone is in a hurry to scream racism 
these days. A customer asked, “In what aisle 
could I find the Polish sausage?” 
 The clerk looks at him and says, “Are 
you Polish?”  

Clearly offended, the guy says, “Well, 
yes I am. But, let me ask you something. If I had 
asked for Italian sausage would you ask me if I 
was Italian? Or if I had asked for German 
bratwurst, would you ask me if I was German? 
Or if I asked for a kosher hot dog would you ask 
me if I was Jewish? Or if I asked for Lutefisk or 
lefse would you ask me if I was Scandinavian? 
Or if I had asked for a Taco would you ask if I 
was Mexican? Would you? Would you?” 

The clerk says, “Well, no.” 
“If I asked for some Irish whiskey, would 

you ask if I was Irish?” 
“Well, I probably wouldn’t.” 
With deep self-righteous indignation, the 

guy says, “Well then, why did you ask me if I’m 
Polish, because I asked for Polish sausage?” 

The clerk replies, “No. It’s because 
you’re in Home Depot.” 
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A woman was having a passionate affair 
with an Irish inspector from a pest-control 
company. One afternoon they were carrying on 
in the bedroom together when her husband 
arrived home unexpectedly. 

“Quick,” said the woman to the lover, 
“into the closet.” and she pushed him in the 
closet, stark naked. 

The husband, however, became 
suspicious and after a search of the bedroom 
discovered the man in the closet. 

“Who are you?” he asked. 
“I’m an inspector from Bugs-B-Gone,” 

said the exterminator. 
“What are you doing in there?” the 

husband asked. 
“I’m investigating a complaint about an 

infestation of moths,” the man replied. 
“And where are your clothes?” asked the 

husband. 
The man looked down at himself and 

said, “Those little bastards!” 
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Morris and his wife Esther went to the 
state fair every year, and every year Morris 
would say, “Esther, I’d like to ride in that 
helicopter.” 

Esther always replied, “I know Morris, 
but that helicopter ride is fifty dollars, and fifty 
dollars is fifty dollars.” 

One year Esther and Morris went to the 
fair, and Morris said, “Esther, I’m 85 years old. 
If I don’t ride that helicopter, I might never get 
another chance.” 

To this, Esther replied, “Morris that 
helicopter ride is fifty dollars, and fifty dollars is 
fifty dollars.” 

The pilot overheard the couple and said, 
“Folks I’ll make you a deal. I’ll take the both of 
you for a ride. If you can stay quiet for the entire 
ride and don’t say a word I won’t charge you a 
penny. But if you say one word it’s fifty dollars.” 

Morris and Esther agreed and up they 
went. The pilot did all kinds of fancy maneuvers, 
but not a word was heard. He did his daredevil 
tricks over and over again, but still not a word. 

When they landed, the pilot turned to 
Morris and said, “By golly, I did everything I 
could to get you to yell out, but you didn’t. I’m 
impressed.” 

Morris replied, “Well, to tell you the 
truth, I almost said something when Esther fell 
out, but you know, fifty dollars is fifty dollars.” 



 33

A credit default swap (CDS) is a swap 
contract in which a buyer makes a series of 
payments to a seller and, in exchange, receives 
the right to a payoff if a credit instrument goes 
into default or on the occurrence of a specified 
credit event, for example bankruptcy or 
restructuring. The associated instrument does not 
need to be associated with the buyer or the seller 
of this contract. Now, if you’re like me, that’s 
hard to understand. This joke explains it better. 
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Young Ed moved to Texas and bought a 
donkey from farmer, Tom, for $100. Tom agreed 
to deliver the donkey. The next day he drove up 
and said, “Sorry Ed, there’s bad news, the 
donkey died.” 

Ed replied, “Well, then just give me my 
money back.” 

Tom said, “Can’t do that. I went and 
spent the money already.” 

Ed said, “Ok, then, just bring me the dead 
donkey.” 

The farmer asked, “What for?” 
Ed said, “I’m going to raffle him off.” 
Tom said, “You can’t raffle off a dead 

donkey.” 
Ed said, “Sure I can. Watch me.” 
A month later, Tom met Ed and asked, 

“What happened with that dead donkey?” 
Ed said, “I raffled him off.  I sold five 

hundred tickets at two dollars a piece - $998 
profit.”  

The farmer said, “Didn’t anyone 
complain?” 

Ed said, “Just the guy who won. So I 
gave him his two dollars back.” Chuck now 
works for Goldman Sachs as their credit default 
swap expert.  
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An Amish boy and his father were in a 
mall. They were amazed by almost everything 
they saw, but especially by two shiny, silver 
walls that could move apart and then slide back 
together again. The boy asked, “What is this 
Father?” 

The father, never having seen an elevator 
responded, “Son, I have never seen anything like 
this in my life, I don’t know what it is.” 

While the boy and his father were 
watching with amazement, a fat old lady in a 
wheel chair moved up to the two moving walls 
and pressed a button. The walls opened and the 
lady rolled between them into a small room. The 
walls closed and the boy and his father watched 
the small circular numbers above the walls light 
up sequentially. They continued to watch until it 
reached the last number and then the numbers 
began to light in the reverse order. 

Finally the walls opened up again and a 
gorgeous 24-year-old blonde stepped out. The 
father said quietly to his son, “Go get your 
mother.” 
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4. Problems? Just do a restart 
 
If you’ve read my books, you know that I 

just love computers. Since their invention, life 
has been made so much easier for all of us. If 
you’re not one of the people agreeing with me on 
that assessment, you’re normal. I’ve written 
about the failure of technology – primarily the 
telephone, automobile, television and computer – 
in Press 1 For Pig Latin, published in 2008. 
Many people swear by their PC and then go 
home, turn it on and then swear at it. Technology 
can do some great things but it shouldn’t harm 
the environment or make our workweek longer. 
It has to be fixed because of its great value. 

I’m one of the unfortunates trapped in 
technology, but I try to not be obsessed with the 
internet and all that goes with it. At times, I set 
up my email for spam to be deleted immediately, 
so I never see it. I revert back many times for 
various reasons. One reason is for material for 
books like this one. If you look hard enough, you 
can find some lunacy and a few laughs. 

 
 
 
On November 11, 2010, someone sent 

me an email – which I didn’t open – with a 
From of Cougar Dating.  
I hope she doesn’t scratch. I don’t think there’s 
enough room in my trunk for her wheel chair. 
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 On Thursday, July 16, 2009, there was an 
email in my spam folder, and the From had 
these words, Free Tooth Whitening. 
It didn’t say which one. 

 
 
 

 
On Monday, May 4, 2009, I saw an email 

in my spam mailbox with the subject, I found 
you! 
I didn’t realize I was missing. 
 

 
 

 
This email came on June 11, 2009. I 

didn’t read it, but rather quickly deleted it. It 
appeared again a few months later. The subject 
of the email was Praise The Lord! G-d Has 
Answered Your Money Prayers – This Is As 
Good As Winning The Lotto 
You probably know what G-d represents, but 
apparently the sender of this email never heard 
of the separation of church and tech, being too 
busy downloading porn. 
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 The very next day I saw another email 
with a From of SpeedDate. 
I really don’t want to know what that would 
involve.    
 
 
 
 
  I mentioned it before, but I would say 
again that the Mapquest has a few problems. If 
you have never used the site, I can relate one 
incident that I experienced on Tuesday, July 21, 
2009. I was in search of directions, as well as a 
motel room for one night, so I put in three 
locations, but then deleted the middle one, since 
it wasn’t needed. On my screen in going from 
one location to another the distance was 0.0 
miles – that’s not unusual. However, it said that 
it would take –0.02 minutes. 
I think I may have found a time machine. 
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 I forget who sent me these gems from the 
desk of technical support. There are a few good 
laughs, but perhaps we shouldn’t blame the users 
in all these cases. Technology may be a good 
thing, but some of the language is a bit bizarre – 
I’m not talking filthy, gross and obscene here. 
Refer back to my other books on missing 
intelligence for more laughter on computer talk, 
specifically, Chapter 7: Trapped in the WEB in 
wakeup – it’s time for your sleeping pill. 

 
 
 

Tech support: “Click on the my computer icon
 to the left of the screen.” 
Customer: “Your left or my left?” 
I wouldn’t be surprised if the tech support 
person left. 
 
 
 
 
Customer: “Hi, good afternoon, this is Martha, I
 can’t print. Every time I try, it says Can’t
 find printer. I’ve even lifted the printer
 and placed it in front of the monitor, but
 the computer still says it can’t find it.” 
This sounds like a job for the computer 
detectives. 
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Tech support: “What kind of computer do you
 have?” 
Customer: “A blue one.” 
 
 
 
  
Tech support: “What’s on your monitor now,
 ma’am?” 
Customer: “A teddy bear my boyfriend bought
 for me at the 7-11.” 
 
 
 
 
Customer: “I have problems printing in red.” 
Tech support: “Do you have a color printer?” 
Customer: “Aaaah. Thank you.” 
 
 
 
 
Customer: “I have a huge problem. A friend has
 placed a screen saver on my computer,
 but every time I move the mouse, it
 disappears.” 
Buy a mouse trap. The mouse won’t be moving 
anymore. 
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Customer: “My keyboard is not working
 anymore.” 
Tech support: “Are you sure it’s plugged into the
 computer?” 
Customer: “No. I can’t get behind the computer.” 
Tech support: “Pick up your keyboard and walk
 ten paces back. 
Customer: “OK.” 
Tech support: “Did the  keyboard come with
 you?” 
Customer: “Yes.” 
Tech support: “That means the keyboard is not
 plugged in. Is there another keyboard?” 
Customer: “Yes, there’s another one here. Ah.
 That one does work.” 
As if one keyboard didn’t create enough 
problems. 
 
 
 
 
Tech support: “Your password is the small letter
 a as in apple, a capital letter V as in
 Victor, the number 7.” 
Customer: “Is that 7 in capital letters?” 
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Customer: “I can’t get on the Internet.” 
Tech support: “Are you sure you used the right 
 password?” 
Customer: “Yes, I’m sure. I saw my colleague do
 it.” 
Tech support: “Can you tell me what the
 password was?” 
Customer: “Five stars.” 
Two keys my PC doesn’t have – maybe I need a 
newer model – is the any key and a key with a 
star on it. 
 
 
 
 
Tech support: “What anti-virus program do you
 use?” 
Customer: “Netscape.” 
Tech support: “That’s not an anti-virus
 program.” 
Customer: “Oh, sorry. Internet Explorer.” 
Actually, Internet Explorer is the virus, or at 
least facilitates them. 
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Tech support: “How may I help you?” 
Customer: “I’m writing my first e-mail.” 
Tech support: “OK, and  what seems to be the
 problem?” 
Customer: “Well, I have the letter a in the
 address, but how do I get the circle 
 around it?” 
Use a magic marker. 
 
 
 
 

A woman customer called the Canon help 
desk with a problem with her printer. 

 
Tech support: “Are you  running it under
 windows?” 
Customer: “No, my desk is next to the door, but
 that is a good point. The man sitting in
 the cubicle next to me is under a
 window, and his printer is working fine.” 
We probably shouldn’t tell this person about the 
mouse. 
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Tech support: “Okay Bob, let’s press the control 
 and escape keys at the same time. That 
 brings up a task list in the middle of the
 screen. Now type the letter P to bring 
 up the Program Manager.” 
Customer: “I don’t have a P.” 
Tech support: “On your keyboard, Bob.” 
Customer: “What do you mean?” 
Tech support: “P on your keyboard, Bob.” 
Customer: “I’M NOT GOING TO DO THAT.” 
You should have heard what this tech support 
person told the previous customer to do. 
 
 
 
 
 On Wednesday, February 2, 2011, I tried 
to log on to the internet, but no matter what I did, 
I had no luck. It may have been a server 
problem. 
Punxsutawney Phil probably had something to 
do with this. 

 
 
 
 
My friend Mark sent an email, which was 

quite clever. It’s a list of anagrams, which also 
indicates that someone needs to find another 
hobby.  
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before   after 
      
dormitory  dirty room 
 
Presbyterian  best in prayer 
 
astronomer  moon starer 
  
desperation  a rope ends it 
 
the eyes  they see 
 
George Bush  he bugs Gore 
 
the Morse Code here comes dots 
 
slot machines  cash lost in me 
 
election results lies – let’s recount 
 
snooze alarms  alas! no more Zs 
 
a decimal point I’m a dot in place 
 
the earthquakes  that queer shake 
 
eleven plus two  twelve plus one 
 
mother-in-law  woman Hitler 
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 My friend Steve sent this, after receiving 
it from his sister Brenda. I’ve seen it before, but 
haven’t included it in any of my books. You 
need to be old enough to remember Abbott and 
Costello, and too old to really understand 
computers, to fully appreciate this. Go to your 
local library and pick up any Abbott and Costello 
flick – it’s in black and white – and see master 
comics at work. You may even run into their 
hilarious baseball bit. For those of us who 
sometimes get flustered by our computers, please 
read on. 
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If Bud Abbott and Lou Costello were 
alive today, their infamous sketch, “Who’s on 
First?” might have turned out something like 
this:  

 
Costello calls to buy a computer from 

Abbott.  
Abbott: Super Duper computer store. Can I help
 you? 
Costello: Thanks. I’m setting up an office in my
 den and I’m thinking about buying a
 computer. 
Abbott: Mac? 
Costello: No, the name’s Lou.  
Abbott: Your computer? 
Costello: I don’t own a computer. I want to buy
 one. 
Abbott: Mac? 
Costello: I told you, my name’s Lou. 
Abbott: What about Windows? 
Costello: Why? Will it get stuffy in here? 
Abbott: Do you want a computer with Windows?  
Costello: I don’t know. What will I see when I
 look at the windows?  
Abbott: Wallpaper.  
Costello: Never mind the windows. I need a
 computer and software.  
Abbott: Software for Windows?  
Costello: No. On the computer. I need something
 I can use to write proposals, track
 expenses and run my business. What do
 you have? 
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Abbott: Office.  
Costello: Yeah, for my office. Can you
 recommend anything?  
Abbott: I just did.  
Costello: You just did what?  
Abbott: Recommend something.  
Costello: You recommended something?  
Abbott: Yes.  
Costello: For my office?  
Abbott: Yes. 
Costello: OK, what did you recommend for my 
 office? 
Abbott: Office.  
Costello: Yes, for my office.  
Abbott: I recommend Office with Windows.  
Costello: I already have an office with windows.
 OK, let’s just say I’m sitting at my
 computer and I want to type a  
 proposal. What do I need? 
Abbott: Word.  
Costello: What word?  
Abbott: Word in Office.  
Costello: The only word in office is office.  
Abbott: The Word in Office for Windows.  
Costello: Which word in office for windows?  
Abbott: The Word you get when you click the
 blue W.  
Costello: I’m going to click your blue W if you
 don’t start with some straight answers.
 What about financial bookkeeping? You
 have anything I can track my money
 with?  
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Abbott: Money.  
Costello: That’s right. What do you have?  
Abbott: Money.  
Costello: I need money to track my money?  
Abbott: It comes bundled with your computer.  
Costello: What’s bundled with my computer?  
Abbott: Money.  
Costello: Money comes with my computer?  
Abbott: Yes. No extra charge.  
Costello: I get a bundle of money with my
 computer? How much?  
Abbott: One copy.  
Costello: Isn’t it illegal to copy money? 
 Abbott: Microsoft gave us a license to copy
 Money. 
Costello: They can give you a license to copy 

money?  
Abbott: Why not? They own it.  
 
(A few days later)  
Abbott: Super Duper computer store. Can I help
 you? 
Costello: How do I turn my computer off?  
Abbott: Click on START. 
Who’s on first? 
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5. How are you managing? 
 

If you’ve read the books I’ve written 
dealing with work, you’ll know how fond I am 
of management. Actually, in my consulting days, 
I did run across some truly great people in 
charge. As far as the others go, I probably should 
have just run them over, but my consulting days 
would have been over.  
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A few lessons in management 
 

Lesson 1: 
 

A man is getting into the shower just as 
his wife is finishing up her shower, when the 
doorbell rings. The wife quickly wraps herself in 
a towel and runs downstairs. When she opens the 
door, there stands Bob, the next-door neighbor. 
Before she says a word, Bob says, “I’ll give you 
$800 to drop that towel.” 

After thinking for a moment, the woman 
drops her towel and stands naked in front of Bob. 
After a few seconds, Bob hands her $800 and 
leaves. The woman wraps herself back up in the 
towel and goes upstairs. When she gets to the 
bathroom, her husband asks, “Who was that?” 

”It was Bob, the next door neighbor,” she 
replies. 

“Great,” the husband says. “Did he say 
anything about the $800 he owes me?” 

 
Moral of the story: If you share critical 
information pertaining to credit and risk with 
your shareholders in time, you may be in a 
position to prevent avoidable exposure. 
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Lesson 2: 
 

A priest offered a Nun a lift. She got in 
and crossed her legs, forcing her gown to reveal 
a leg. The priest nearly had an accident. After 
controlling the car, he stealthily slid his hand up 
her leg. The nun said, “Father, remember Psalm 
129?” The priest removed his hand. But, 
changing gears, he let his hand slide up her leg 
again. The nun once again said, “Father, 
remember Psalm 129?”  

The priest apologized “Sorry sister but 
the flesh is weak.”  

Arriving at the convent, the nun sighed 
heavily and went on her way. On his arrival at 
the church, the priest rushed to look up Psalm 
129. It said, “Go forth and seek, further up, you 
will find glory.” 

 
Moral of the story: If you are not well informed 
in your job, you might miss a great opportunity. 
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Lesson 3:  
 

A sales rep, an administration clerk, and 
the manager are walking to lunch when they find 
an antique oil lamp. They rub it and a Genie 
comes out. The Genie says, “I’ll give each of you 
just one wish.” 

“Me first. Me first.” says the 
administration clerk. “I want to be in the 
Bahamas, driving a speedboat, without a care in 
the world.”  

Puff. She’s gone. 
”Me next. Me next.” says the sales rep. “I 

want to be in Hawaii, relaxing on the beach with 
my personal masseuse, an endless supply of Pina 
Coladas and the love of my life.” 

Puff. He’s gone.  
“OK, you’re up,” the Genie says to the 

manager. 
The manager says, “I want those two 

back in the office after lunch.” 
 

Moral of the story: Always let your boss have 
the first say. 
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Lesson 4: 
 

An eagle was sitting on a tree resting, 
doing nothing. A small rabbit saw the eagle and 
asked him, “Can I also sit like you and do 
nothing?” 

The eagle answered,  “Sure, why not?” 
So, the rabbit sat on the ground below the 

eagle and rested. All of a sudden, a fox appeared, 
jumped on the rabbit and ate it.  

 
Moral of the story: To be sitting and doing 
nothing, you must be sitting very, very high up. 
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Lesson 5: 
 

A turkey was chatting with a bull. “I 
would love to be able to get to the top of that 
tree,” sighed the turkey, “but I haven’t got the 
energy.” 

”Well, why don’t you nibble on some of 
my droppings?” replied the bull. They’re packed 
with nutrients.” 

The turkey pecked at a lump of dung, and 
found it actually gave him enough strength to 
reach the lowest branch of the tree. The next day, 
after eating some more dung, he reached the 
second branch. Finally after a fourth night, the 
turkey was proudly perched at the top of the tree. 
He was promptly spotted by a farmer, who shot 
him out of the tree. 

 
Moral of the story: El toro crappo might get you 
to the top, but it won’t keep you there. 
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Lesson 6: 
 
 A little bird was flying south for the 
winter. It was so cold the bird froze and fell to 
the ground into a large field. While he was lying 
there, a cow came by and dropped some dung on 
him. As the frozen bird lay there in the pile of 
cow dung, he began to realize how warm he was. 
The dung was actually thawing him out. He lay 
there all warm and happy, and soon began to 
sing for joy. A passing cat heard the bird singing 
and came to investigate. Following the sound, 
the cat discovered the bird under the pile of cow 
dung, and promptly dug him out and ate him. 

 
This story has three morals: 
(1) Not everyone who craps on you is your
 enemy. 
(2) Not everyone who gets you out of that stuff is
 your friend. 
(3) And when you’re in deep doo-doo, it’s best
 to keep your mouth shut. 
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 Did you ever wonder what happens when 
greeting card creators are having a bad day? 
Some of these border on the disgusting, but 
remember that comedy is not pretty. Just make 
sure you treat your spouse or loved one well, so 
that she or he won’t give you a card with any of 
these thoughts.  

 
 
 

My tire was thumping.  
I thought it was flat. 
When I looked at the tire. 
I noticed your cat.  
Sorry.  
Don’t write the SPCA – I love animals. 

 
 
   
 

Looking back over the years  
That we’ve been together,  
I can’t help but wonder, 
“What the hell was I thinking?” 
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Heard your wife left you.  
How upset you must be.  
But don’t fret about it. 
She moved in with me. 
I advise changing the locks.   

 
 
 

 
How could two people as beautiful as you  
Have such an ugly baby?  

 
 
 
 

Congratulations on your wedding day! 
Too bad no one likes your husband.  

 
 
 
 

 
I’ve always wanted to have  
Someone to hold,  
Someone to love.  
After having met you, 
I’ve changed my mind. 
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As the days go by, I think of how lucky I am 
That you’re not here to ruin it for me. 
 
 
 
 
I must admit: you brought religion into my life.  
I never believed in hell until I met you. 
Maybe they shouldn’t have had a church 
wedding. 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations on your promotion. 
Before you go, 
Would you like to take this knife out of my
 back?  
You’ll probably need it again. 

 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday, Uncle Dad!  
(Available only in West Virginia,  
Arkansas, Kentucky & Tennessee) 
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Happy birthday!  
You look great for your age.  
Almost lifelike!  

 
 
 
 

When we were together,  
You always said you’d die for me.  
Now that we’ve broken up, 
I think it’s time you kept your promise. 

 
 
 
 
We have been friends for a very long time.  
Let’s say we stop.  

 
 
 
 

I’m so miserable without you, 
It’s almost like you’re here. 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations on your new bundle of joy.  
Did you ever find out who the father was? 
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Your friends and I wanted to do 
Something special for your birthday.  
So we’re having you put to sleep.  

 
 
 
 

So your daughter’s a hooker,  
And it spoiled your day. 
Look at the bright side,  
It’s really good pay.  
 
 
 
 You were warned ahead of time. Perhaps 
the company who came up with these was 
Hellmuck, and you probably won’t see these in 
any card section of supermarket or gift shop. 
Unfortunately, you will see greetings that are 
coarse, crude and missing compassion for others 
– not a good thing. 
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  A few years ago I shared a house in 
Pleasant Valley, New York, a town just east of 
Poughkeepsie, with Harry and Pat. The three of 
us were all at different schools, but were all 
teachers. The latter brought along Baron, his 
faithful German shepherd, whom we all loved 
and he reciprocated that feeling. Whenever 
someone else came on the scene, Baron went on 
guard duty. One Valentine’s Day, Pat received 
this wish. Since Baron never went to school and 
I didn’t do it, this creation must have come from 
Harry. 

 
When you’re gone 
I sit here and mope 
Won’t you come home 
You big dope. 
 
Love – Baron 
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6. No laughing in church 
 

I belong to St. Joseph University Parish 
in Buffalo. The priests there give great sermons, 
unlike many other Catholic priests. Not only are 
we allowed to smile in church, but also to laugh. 
Ignore the title of this chapter – you now have 
permission. 

 
 
 
Father O’Malley answers the phone. 

“Hello, is this Father O’Malley?” 
“It is.” 
“This is the IRS. Can you help us?” 
“I can.” 
“Do you know a Ted Houlihan?” 
“I do.” 
“Is he a member of your congregation?” 
“He is.” 
“Did he donate $10,000 to the church?” 
“He will.” 
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There were four houses of religion in a 
small Florida town, named Mount Dora: The 
Presbyterian Church, The Baptist Church, The 
Methodist Church and The Catholic Church. 
Each church was overrun with pesky squirrels. 

One day, the Presbyterian Church called 
a meeting to decide what to do about the 
squirrels. After much prayer and consideration 
they determined that the squirrels were 
predestined to be there and they shouldn’t 
interfere with God’s divine will. 

In The Baptist Church the squirrels had 
taken up habitation in the baptistery. The 
deacons met and decided to put a cover on the 
baptistery and drown the squirrels in it. The 
squirrels escaped somehow and there were twice 
as many there the next week. 

The Methodist Church got together and 
decided that they were not in a position to harm 
any of God’s creation. So, they humanely 
trapped the squirrels and set them free a few 
miles outside of town. Three days later, the 
squirrels were back. 

But, the Catholic Church came up with 
the best and most effective solution. They 
baptized the squirrels and registered them as 
members of the church. Now they only see them 
on Christmas, Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday 
and Easter. 
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Murphy showed up at Mass one Sunday 
and the priest almost fainted when he saw him. 
Murphy had never been seen in Church in his 
life. After Mass, the priest caught up with 
Murphy and said, “Murphy, I am so glad ya 
decided to come to Mass, what made ya come?” 

Murphy said, “I got to be honest with you 
Father, a while back, I misplaced me hat and I 
really, really love that hat. I know that McGlynn 
had a hat just like me hat, and I knew that 
McGlynn comes to Church every Sunday. I also 
knew that McGlynn had to take off his hat 
during Mass and figured he would leave it in the 
back of Church. So, I was going to leave after 
Communion and steal McGlynn’s hat.” 

The priest said, “Well, Murphy, I notice 
that ya didn’t steal McGlynn’s hat. What 
changed your mind?” 

Murphy said, “Well, after I heard your 
sermon on the Ten Commandments, I decided 
that I didn’t need to steal McGlynn’s hat after 
all.” 

The priest gave Murphy a big smile and 
said, “After I talked about ‘Thou Shalt Not Steal’ 
ya decided you would rather do without the hat 
than burn in Hell, right?” 

Murphy slowly shook his head and said, 
“No, Father, after ya talked about ‘Thou Shalt 
Not Commit Adultery’, I remembered where I 
left me hat.” 
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“Bless me Father, for I have sinned. I 
have been with a loose girl.” 

The priest asks, “Is that you, little Joey 
Franklin?”  
  “Yes, Father, it is.” 

“And who was the girl you were with?”  
  “I can’t tell you, Father, I don’t want to 
ruin her reputation.” 

“Well, Joey, I’m sure to find out her 
name sooner or later, so you may as well tell me 
now. Was it Tina Nixon?” 

“I cannot say.” 
“Was it Teresa Monroe?” 
 “I’ll never tell.” 
“Was it Nina Johnson?” 
“I’m sorry, but I cannot name her.” 
“Was it Cathy Madison?” 
“My lips are sealed.” 
“Was it Rosa Wilson, then?” 
“Please, Father, I cannot tell you.” 
The priest sighs in frustration. “You’re 

very tight lipped, Joey, and I admire that. But 
you’ve sinned and have to atone. You cannot be 
an altar boy now for four months. Now you go 
and behave yourself.” 

Joey walks back to his pew, and his 
friend Franco slides over and whispers, “What’d 
you get?” 

“Four months vacation and five good 
leads.” 
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Four worms and a lesson to be learned 
 

A minister decided that a visual 
demonstration would add emphasis to his 
Sunday sermon. Four worms were placed into 
four separate jars, the first into a container of 
alcohol, the second into a container of cigarette 
smoke, the third into a container of chocolate 
syrup and the fourth into a container of good 
clean soil. At the conclusion of the sermon, the 
minister reported the following results: The 
worms placed in the alcohol, smoke and 
chocolate syrup all died. However, the fourth 
worm in good clean soil was alive. The Minister 
asked the congregation, “What did you learn 
from this demonstration?” Maxine was sitting in 
the back, quickly raised her hand and said, “As 
long as you drink, smoke and eat chocolate, you 
won’t have worms.” That pretty much ended the 
service. 



 68

There once was a religious young 
woman, who went to confession. Upon entering 
the confessional, she said, '”Forgive me, Father, 
for I have sinned.” 

The priest said, ”Confess your sins and 
be forgiven.” 

The young woman said, “Last night my 
boyfriend made mad passionate love to me seven 
times.” 

The priest thought long and hard and then 
said, “Squeeze seven lemons into a glass and 
then drink the juice.” 

The young woman asked, “Will this 
cleanse me of my sins?” 

The priest said, “No, but it will wipe that 
smile off your face.” 
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An elderly man walks into a 
confessional. He says to the priest, “I’m ninety-
two years old, have a wonderful wife of seventy 
years, many children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. Yesterday, I picked up two 
college girls, hitch-hiking. We went to a motel, 
where I had sex with each of them three times.” 

The priest replies, “Are you sorry for 
your sins?” 

The man answers, “What sins?” 
The man of the cloth counters, “What 

kind of a Catholic are you?” 
“I’m not!” 
The priest says, “Why are you telling me 

all this?” 
The elderly gentleman replies, “I’m 

ninety-two years old – I’m telling everybody!” 
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In Florida, an atheist created a case 
against the upcoming Easter and Passover days. 
 He hired an attorney to bring a discrimination 
case against Christians, Jews and observances of 
their holy days. The argument was that it was 
unfair that atheists had no such recognized days. 
The case was brought before a judge.  After 
listening to the passionate presentation by the 
lawyer, the judge banged his gavel declaring, 
“Case dismissed.” 

The lawyer immediately stood objecting 
to the ruling, “Your honor, how can you possibly 
dismiss this case? The Christians have 
Christmas, Easter and others. The Jews have 
Passover, Yom Kippur and  Hanukkah, yet my 
client and all other atheists have no such 
holidays.” 

The judge leaned forward in his chair 
saying, “But you do. Your client, counsel, is 
woefully ignorant.” 

The lawyer said, “Your Honor, we are 
unaware of any special observance or holiday for 
atheists.” 

The judge said, “The calendar says April 
1st is April Fools Day.  Psalm 14:1 states, ‘The 
fool says in his heart, there is no God.’ Thus, it is 
the opinion of this court, that if your client says 
there is no God, then he is a fool.  Therefore, 
April 1st is his day. Court is adjourned.” 
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A cowboy appeared before St. Peter at 
the Pearly Gates. “Have you ever done anything 
of particular merit?” St. Peter asked. 

“Well, I can think of one thing,” the 
cowboy offered. “On a trip to the Black Hills out 
in South Dakota, I came upon a gang of bikers, 
who were threatening a young woman. I directed 
them to leave her alone, but they wouldn’t listen. 
So, I approached the largest and most tattooed 
biker and smacked him in the face. I kicked his 
bike over, ripped out his nose ring, and threw it 
on the ground. I yelled, ‘Now, back off or I’ll 
kick the crap out of all of you.’” 

St. Peter was impressed, “When did this 
happen?” 

“Couple a minutes ago.” 
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After getting all of Pope Benedict’s 
luggage loaded into the limo, (and he doesn’t 
travel light), the driver notices the Pope is still 
standing on the curb. “Excuse me, Your 
Holiness”, says the driver, “would you please 
take your seat so we can leave?” 

“Well, to tell you the truth,” says the 
Pope, “they never let me drive at the Vatican 
when I was a cardinal, and I’d really like to drive 
today.” 

“I’m sorry, Your Holiness, but I cannot 
let you do that. I’d lose my job. What if 
something should happen?” protests the driver, 
wishing he’d never gone to work that morning. 

“Who’s going to tell?” says the Pope 
with a smile. 

Reluctantly, the driver gets in the back as 
the Pope climbs in behind the wheel. The driver 
quickly regrets his decision when, after exiting 
the airport, the Pontiff floors it, accelerating the 
limo to 205 kph. (Remember, the Pope is 
German.) 

“Please slow down, Your Holiness.” 
pleads the worried driver, but the Pope keeps the 
pedal to the metal until they hear sirens. 

“Oh, dear God, I’m going to lose my 
license – and my job,” moans the driver. 

The Pope pulls over and rolls down the 
window as the cop approaches, but the cop takes 
one look at him, goes back to his motorcycle, 
and gets on the radio. 
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“I need to talk to the Chief,” he says to 
the dispatcher. 

The Chief gets on the radio and the cop 
tells him that he’s stopped a limo going 205 kph. 

“So bust him,” says the Chief. 
“I don’t think we want to do that, he’s 

really important,” said the cop. 
The Chief exclaims, “All the more 

reason.” 
“No, I mean really important,” said the 

cop with a bit of persistence. 
The Chief then asks, “Who do you have 

there, the mayor?” 
“Bigger.” 
“A senator?” 
“Bigger.” 
“The Prime Minister?'” 
“Bigger.” 
“Well,” said the Chief, “who the Hell is 

it?” 
“I think it’s God.” 
The Chief is even more puzzled and 

curious; “What makes you think it’s God?” 
“His chauffeur is the Pope!” 
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7. Take my wife, please 
 

When it came to one-liners, the master 
was Henny Youngman. Somehow, he always 
threw in those jokes about the opposite sex. Don 
Rickles and Rodney Dangerfield always kept me 
in stitches, the latter poking fun at himself. In 
each case, we know – or at least hope – that the 
laugh is not intended to harm anyone. The same 
applies here. 

 
 
 
A wife asked her husband, “What do you 

like most in me, my pretty face or my sexy 
body?” 

He looked at her from head to toe and 
replied, “I like your sense of humor.” 
Guess who’s sleeping on the couch tonight. 
 

 
 
 

A newly married man asked his wife, 
“Would you have married me if my father hadn’t 
left me a fortune?”  

“Honey,” the woman replied sweetly, 
“I’d have married you, no matter who left you a 
fortune.” 
I hope she knows how to cook. 
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Wife: Do you want dinner? 
Husband: What are my choices? 
Wife: Yes or no. 
 
 
 
 
Son: Mum, when I was on the bus with Dad this
 morning, he told me to give up my seat to
 a lady. 
Mom: Well, you have done the right thing. 
Son: But mum, I was sitting on daddy’s lap. 
 
 
 
 
Woman: When we get married, I want to share
 all your worries, troubles and lighten
 your burden. 
Man: That’s very kind of you, darling, but I
 don’t have any worries or troubles. 
Woman: Well that’s because we aren’t married
 yet. 
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Wife: What are you doing? 
Husband: Nothing. 
Wife: Nothing? You’ve been reading our
 marriage certificate for an hour. 
Husband: I was looking for the expiration date. 
His choice may not have been better than saying 
he was looking for a loophole. 
 

 
 
 

A man was just waking up from 
anesthesia after surgery, and his wife was sitting 
by his side. His eyes fluttered open and he said, 
“You’re beautiful.” Then he fell asleep again. 

His wife had never heard him say that 
before, so she stayed by his side. A few minutes 
later his eyes fluttered open and he said, “You’re 
cute.”  

The wife was disappointed because 
instead of beautiful, it was now cute. She asked, 
“What happened to beautiful?” 

The man replied, “The drugs are wearing 
off.” 
He may need a few more drugs very soon. 
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 I receive a great deal of junk email, 
which I delete as soon as possible, especially if 
there’s an FW in the subject name. Sometimes 
my former classmate, Tom in Florida, sends me 
some really funny stories – actually, I think it’s 
better to describe them as hysterical. What 
follows are from the lips of the great comics, 
who brought laughter to all of us without 
employing any vulgarity – my feeling is that the 
great ones use that approach. Much of this 
pertains to relationships. 
 
 
 

I’ve been in love with the same woman 
for forty-nine years. If my wife ever finds out, 
she’ll kill me. 

 
 
 
 
What are three words a woman never 

wants to hear when she’s making love? 
“Honey, I’m home!” 
 
 
 
 
I just got back from a pleasure trip. I took 

my mother-in-law to the airport. 
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Someone stole all my credit cards but I 
won’t be reporting it. The thief spends less than 
my wife did. 

 
 
 
 
My wife and I went back to the hotel 

where we spent our wedding night; only this 
time I stayed in the bathroom and cried. 

 
 
 
 
We always hold hands. If I let go, she 

shops. 
 
 

 
 

She was at the beauty shop for two hours. 
That was only for the estimate. She got a 
mudpack and looked great for two days. Then 
the mud fell off. 

 
 
 
 
I was just in London; there’s a six-hour 

time difference. I’m still confused. When I go to 
dinner, I feel sexy. When I go to bed, I feel 
hungry. 
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My wife and I went to a hotel where we 
got a waterbed. My wife called it the Dead Sea. 

 
 
 
 
The Doctor gave a man six months to 

live. The man couldn’t pay his bill so the doctor 
gave him another six months. 

 
 
 
 
The Doctor called Mrs. Cohen saying, 

“Mrs. Cohen, your check came back.” 
Mrs. Cohen answered, “So did my 

arthritis!” 
 
 
 
 
Doctor: “You’ll live to be 60.” 
Patient: “I am 60.” 
Doctor: “See. What did I tell you?” 

 
 
 
 
 A doctor held a stethoscope up to a man’s 
chest. The man asks, “Doc, how do I stand?” 

The doctor says, “That’s what puzzles 
me.” 
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A drunk was in front of a judge. The 
judge says, “You’ve been brought here for 
drinking.” 

The drunk says “Okay, let’s get started.” 
 
 
 
 
Patient: “I have a ringing in my ears.” 
Doctor: “Don’t answer.” 
 
 
 
 
There is a big controversy on the Jewish 

view of when life begins. In Jewish tradition, the 
fetus is not considered viable until it graduates 
from medical school. 

 
 
 
 
A Jewish boy comes home from school 

and tells his mother he has a part in the play. She 
asks, “What part is it?” 

The boy says, “I play the part of the 
Jewish husband.” 

The mother scowls and says, “Go back 
and tell the teacher you want a speaking part.” 
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A bum walks up to a Jewish mother on 
the street and said, “Lady, I haven’t eaten in 
three days.” 

“Force yourself,” she replies. 
 
 
 
 
What’s the difference between a 

Rottweiler and a Jewish mother? 
Eventually, the Rottweiler lets go. 
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A hooded robber burst into a Texas bank 
and forced the tellers to load a sack full of cash. 
On his way out the door, a brave Texas customer 
grabbed the hood and pulled it off revealing the 
robber’s face. The robber shot the customer 
without a moment’s hesitation. 

He then looked around the bank and 
noticed one of the tellers looking straight at him. 
The robber instantly shot him as well. Everyone 
else, by now, very scared, looked intently down 
at the floor in silence. 

The robber yelled, “Well, did anyone else 
see my face?” 

There are a few moments of utter silence 
in which everyone was plainly afraid to speak. 

Then, one old cowboy from Nevada 
tentatively raised his hand and said, “My wife 
got a pretty good look at you.” 
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These last two come from comic genius 
of one of the greatest entertaining comics of all 
time, Milton Supman, better known to all of us 
as Soupy Sales. Sadly, Soupy left us on October 
22, 2009, but his work lives on. For more laughs 
beside what follows, I recommend his story, 
Soupy Sez: My Life And Zany Times, which he 
wrote with the help of Charles Salzberg.  

 
 
An old man goes to a doctor and says, 

“Doc, I’m in terrible trouble.” 
The doctor says, “What’s wrong?” 
“I can’t pee.” 
“How old are you?” the doctor asks. 
“102,” the old man answers. 
“You’ve peed enough,” says the doctor. 
 
 
 
 

Peaches: Mr. sales, will you marry me? 
Soupy: No 
Peaches: Well, I just want you to know, when I
 get married a lot of men are going to be
 miserable. 
Soupy: Well, how many men are you going to
 marry? 
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8.  Headlines 
 

If you turn on the Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno on Monday night, you’ll be treated to one 
of his features, Headlines. I sent a few in to him, 
but I don’t know if he used them since I don’t 
always watch the program. Somehow, with 
today’s technology, a few of his headlines appear 
to be bogus. They’re still quite humorous. Here 
are some of mine without any manipulation. 

 
 
 
I saw this headline in the Buffalo News 

on Sunday, March 1, 2009: Pakistan reports 
defeating Taliban near Afghan border 
There was no score given. 
 
 
 
 
 This headline could be seen on Thursday, 
March 12, 2009: Iraq Shoe Thrower Sentenced 
Would he have been exonerated had he hit the 
target? 
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 Too much of the news is bad, but there 
was good news that same day as this headline 
shows: Madoff taken to jail in handcuffs after 
guilty plea 
The news will get even better if he makes 
restitution for all the money he stole. 
 
 
 
 

Around the same time, there was news of 
a woman driving her car, gabbing on her phone 
and breast feeding – all at the same time. 
Wasn’t she a time management consultant for 
the CitiGroup? 
 
 
 
 
 On Monday, March 16, 2009, I saw these 
words that related to the headline on Madoff that 
is above: Prosecutors will seek penthouse, 
assets of Madoff’s wife  
What we need is more good news – as this 
headline shows – not all the bad that the media 
feeds us. 
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 On April 4, 2010, I saw this headline on 
Yahoo just before going to check my email: 
How auto dealers can trick you 
They open their doors in the morning. 
 
 
 
 My brother emailed the following news 
headlines, some of which may be authentic. 
From what I have seen in the Press, most of them 
probably are real. 
 
 
 
 

Federal Agents Raid Gun Shop – Find 
Weapons 
I hope that was what they were looking for. 
 
 
 
 
 Statistics show that teen pregnancy 
drops off significantly after age 25 
I hate to say what dropped off a long time ago 
when it comes to the people reporting this. 



 87

  Alton attorney accidentally sues 
himself 
This sounds like a win-win preposition. Can I 
assume he’ll be defending himself? 
 
 
 
 

Question: What constitutes a 
millionaire? 

Answer:  A millionaire is someone who 
has $1 million, according to Jerry Beto, 
branch manager and senior vice president of 
investments at AG Edwards and Sons. 
Are you still wondering why we have so many 
problems in the investment sector? 
 
 
 
 
 County to pay $250,000 to advertise 
lack of funds 
I doubt that this is my county – thank goodness.  
 
 
 
 
 Get 50% off or half-price, whichever is 
less 
I hope whoever created this sign isn’t applying 
for a job in the district. 
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 One-armed man applauds the kindness 
of strangers 
Shouldn’t that verb be applaud?  

 
 
 
 
 Caskets found as worker demolish 
mausoleum 
They probably found groundwater, too. 
 
 
 
 
 A deputy responded to a report of a 
vehicle stopping at mailboxes. It was the 
mailman. 
If I saw Newman driving one of those vehicles, I 
would have reported it too. 
 
 
 
 
 Utah Poison Control center reminds 
everyone not to take poison 
Why, is there a shortage? 
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 An Australian Army vehicle worth 
$74,000 has gone missing after being painted 
with camouflage 
They couldn’t find the driver, either. 
 
 
 
 

Fish need water, Feds say 
Will fruits and vegetables with a great deal of 
water content – like watermelon and cantaloupe 
suffice? We’ll revisit this later. 

 
 
 
 
Walmart: Police receive a report of a 

newborn infant found in a trash can. Upon 
investigation, officers discovered it was only a 
burrito. 
They were disappointed that it wasn’t a donut. 
Didn’t the paper wrapper give it away? 
 
 
 
 

FULL SIZE Mattress. Royal Tonic. 20 
year warranty. Like new. Slight urine smell. 
$40. 
I would have preferred the scent of lilacs. 
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 The Learning Center on Hanson Street 
reports a man across the way stands at his 
window for hours watching the center, 
making parents nervous. Police ID the subject 
as a cardboard cutout of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger.   
This thing could be a great idea for saving 
money hiring law enforcement people. 
 
 
 

 
An Edgewood man reported recently 

that his wife had gone missing some 18 
months ago 
Apparently he started to miss her cooking 
 
 
 
 

Wanted: Somebody to go back in time. 
This is no joke. You’ll get paid after we get 
back. Must bring your own weapons. Safety 
not guaranteed. I have only done this once 
before. 
How far back are you going? I need to find the 
right weapons. I don’t want to have out-of-
period instruments. 
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 This was a headline on Tuesday, June 9, 
2009:  Police: Fla. fisherman reels in live 
missile from Gulf of Mexico 
And he thought that the sharks were a challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 This is another headline from the same 
day: 10 of the largest banks get OK to repay 
$68B in bailout money 
Do they really need permission to do this? 
There’s more missing intelligence here than I 
can ever fathom. 
 
 
 
 
 And another from the same day: Parents 
believe 7-year-old son to be reincarnated 
WWII pilot 
I wonder what these people are smoking. At least 
they won’t have to spend any money sending him 
to flight school. 
 
 
 
 
 Once again, not all headlines bring bad 
news as this one on Friday, June 12, 2009 
illustrates: 
 Millions may lose TV today 
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 There was another headline around that 
same time in June that I saw while logging on to 
check my email. I didn’t read the background 
story, but it said: What flight attendants hate 
My guess would be drunken pilots, although food 
must enter into the discussion too. 
 
 
 
 
 Still another one that same day was: 
WHO declares swine flu a pandemic 
Are you going to reveal the party who made the 
news known? You’re not referring to Roger 
Daltry and the guys, are you? 
 
 
 
 
 While logging on to Yahoo to see my 
email, I saw these words on June 24, 2009: Why 
a 1950 Chevy has only 437 miles on it 
You don’t have to read the article – it just won’t 
start. 



 93

 This headline was in the Buffalo News 
on Sunday, June 6, 2010: Franzyk, Connors 
win bar awards 
I didn’t even know they had drinking contests at 
saloons. 
 
 
 
 
 This headline graced my PC courtesy of 
Yahoo on Tuesday, August 11, 2009: The 
Chevy Volt will get more than four times the 
gas mileage of a Prius, GM claims. 
Perhaps GM should have added that the Volt 
will need to go down a few mountains. 
 
 
 
 

Another one that same day was 
intriguing: Eating plan to help you undo 
overeating 
I didn’t read the rest of the story, but I believe 
that duct tape enters the picture. 
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 I saw this headline on Sunday, October 
18, 2009: Bear walks into a store, hangs out in 
a cooler. 

This happened in Haywood, Wisconsin 
and this 125-pound black bear headed straight to 
the cooler, but did not drink any beer. 
He couldn’t find a tap for the keg. 
 
 
 
 
 I saw these words while logging on to 
check my email on Saturday, September 18, 
2010: Parrot busted for trying to tip off 
crooks. 
I hope they give him crackers while he was  
incarcerated. Maybe he should have driven the 
getaway car. 
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9.  Our government at work 
 

I’m registered as neither Democrat nor 
Republican, but I do vote. As of the week ending 
April 17, 2012, the approval rating of Congress 
was at 14%, with 78% disapproving – I’m not 
sure about the remaining 8%. Maybe, they went 
to the Cayman Islands. I think it’s time for a 
change. That approval number should be at least 
at 50%. If your representatives or senators are 
not serving you – note, I didn’t capitalize either 
of those two words – don’t vote for them in 
November. It doesn’t matter whether they’re 
Democrats, Independents, Republicans or from 
the party wearing wigs. If that person is fine to 
have a beer with, but doesn’t listen to what you 
say or won’t vote for legislation that should be 
passed or introduce bills for the people, it’s time 
for someone else. These people are like bags of 
garbage – they have to thrown out every so 
often. 

If you didn’t know it already, I’m an 
instigator. I’ll try to behave and be more or less 
bipartisan in this chapter. Since January 2009, 
improvements have been made, although there 
are still people in Congress who don’t seem to 
care about the American people – the very 
people who elected them. 
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On Monday, May 11, 2009, the United 
States Post Office raised the rates for mailing a 
letter and just about everything else. Let me see 
if have this right. The organization was facing 
hard times, losing money and people just weren’t 
using the service. The economy may have had 
something to do with this. The solution was to 
boost the cost of sending a correspondence. 

 
 
 
 
During early March 2010, I received the 

census letter from the government, saying the 
census was on its way. Wouldn’t just sending the 
census and omitting the advance warning have 
saved a few dollars of our tax money? When the 
form arrived around the middle of March – it 
was dated March 15th – the exact words on the 
instruction letter were, “Please complete and 
mail back the enclosed census form today.” The 
first question was, “How many people were 
living or staying in this house, apartment, or 
mobile home on April 1, 2010?” Apparently, I 
can’t fill it out right away. 
Now you know why our government is 
dysfunctional. 
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 My friend Tom sent me the next few 
ditties. I changed the victims slightly since some 
of my best friends are blonds. Feel free to 
interchange Republican with Democrat or Tea 
Partier as you prefer. 

 
 
 
Two Democrats living in Oklahoma were 

sitting on a bench talking, and one  Democrat 
says to the other, “Which do you think is farther 
away – Florida or the moon?” 

The other Democrat turns and says, 
“Hello. Can you see Florida?”   

 
 
 
 

A Republican pushes her BMW into a 
gas station. She tells the mechanic it died. After 
he works on it for a few minutes, it is idling 
smoothly. She says, “What’s the story?”  

He replies, “Just crap in the carburetor.”   
She asks, “How often do I have to do 

that?” 
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A police officer stops a Tea Partyer for 
speeding and asks her very nicely if he could see 
her license. 

She replies in a huff, “I wish you guys 
would get your act together. Just yesterday you 
take away my license and then today you expect 
me to show it to you.”    

 
 
 
 
A Republican goes out for a walk. He 

comes to a river and sees a person on the 
opposite bank. “Yoo-hoo,” he shouts. “How can 
I get to the other side?” 

The other person looks up the river then 
down the river and shouts back, “You are on the 
other side.” 

 
 
 
 
A highway patrolman pulled alongside a 

speeding car on the freeway. Glancing at the car, 
he was astounded to see that the individual 
behind the wheel is knitting.  Realizing that this 
person is oblivious to his flashing lights and 
siren, the trooper cranks down his window, turns 
on his bullhorn and yells, “Pull over.”  

“No.” the Democrat yelled back, “It’s a 
scarf.” 
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A Green Partyer was playing Trivial 
Pursuit one night. It was his turn. He rolled 
the dice and landed on Science and Nature. His 
question was, “If you are in a vacuum and 
someone calls your name, can you hear it?” 

He thought for a time and then asked, “Is 
it on or off?”     

 
 
 
 
A woman was visiting her Democrat 

friend, who had acquired two new dogs, and 
asked her what their names were. The Democrat 
responded by saying that one was named Rolex 
and the other, Timex.   Her friend said, 
“Whoever heard of someone naming dogs like 
that?” 

“They’re watch dogs," answered the 
Democrat.   

 
 
 
I thank MSN for these gems that should 

upset most of you. After all, you’re not one of 
those who had your outrageous tax breaks 
extended, even though they have enough money. 
These are Bankrate’s wackiest tax write-offs. It 
probably doesn’t matter what year we’re talking 
about. 
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The first one has to do with church 
contributions. One client claimed he was missing 
receipts because he just threw money into the 
collection basket when the spirit moved him. He 
was advised to bring his checkbook to church 
and when he was moved by the spirit or 
otherwise, to write out a check and record that in 
his check register. I’ve always felt that when 
someone doesn’t trust you, maybe they’re the 
ones not to be trusted. Why not carry this further 
and write a $100 check for the church, remove 
some change from the collection basket – after 
all, each of us needs change every so often – and 
continue with the service. 
God, I hope no IRS agent is reading this. If so, I 
don’t engage in this practice. 

 
 
 
 
Another deduction that almost caused 

headaches has to do with illegal businesses, such 
as drug dealing. One dealer had his accountant 
not mention what brought in the bucks, he just 
handed the latter a random number for income, 
and paid taxes on that. After all, he wasn’t 
getting 1099s from his customers. He had no 
basis since he was dealing in cash, probably 
quite a bit of it. 
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Another client tried to deduct the cost of 
a girl he hired to entertain some clients. He was 
told he needed a 1099 to support this deduction. 
The client thought for a moment and gave up the 
deduction. 

 
 
 
 
One client tried to claim a Zoolander 

deduction. You’ve probably seen the movie of 
the same name starring Ben Stiller. It refers to all 
the small deductions for little things like clothes, 
manicures, hair styling, clothing for public 
speakers and the like. These can’t be deducted. A 
New Jersey CPA mentions that a claim is often 
made for money given to infants for modeling 
for their parents.  
 
 
 
 
 A $50,000 deduction was claimed for 
entertainment expenses. That must have been 
some party. The guy making the claim was a 
client-attorney and his gross income was 
$300,000, so that was quite a chunk of money. It 
turned out that the deduction was for the 
wedding of the daughter of the attorney. By the 
way, the lawyer’s title is criminal defense 
attorney. 
Criminal, indeed. 
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 Finally, last but not least, is the case of an 
exotic dancer who claimed some enhancement 
surgery costs. It was a business deduction under 
section 179 and treated the result as a capital 
asset – despite the last word, it’s not what you 
think. This treatment as an ordinary business 
expense was challenged by the IRS. It went to 
court, and she won. 

 
 
 
 

If these last few cases don’t upset you, 
read Rachel Maddow’s 2012 book, Drift: The 
Unmooring of American Military Power. I 
shouldn’t have to remind you that government 
spending – perhaps waste is more appropriate – 
comes from the taxes you pay. Talk about 
coincidences! Some of the presidents of the last 
century, whom you may have thought were great 
leaders, weren’t anyone we should have been 
proud of voting for. More of them should have 
been impeached. You can read all about that in 
Maddow’s best seller.      

 
 
 
 

In the summer of 2012, I came upon a 
bumper sticker that said, Don’t act stupid; 
that’s what the Congress is for. 
I didn’t think it was acting. 
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 Kevin Bleyer writes for The Daily Show 
with Jon Stewart. His 2012 book, Me the 
People: One Man’s Selfless Quest to Rewrite 
the Constitution of the USA is a humorous but 
insightful look into our constitution. Here’s a 
short excerpt from that book, which occurred 
when the Founding Fathers finished working on 
the Constitution – getting set to add their 
signatures – and thought it was time to celebrate. 

 
In a span of just a few hours, the fifty-

five men who crowded City Tavern on Friday, 
September 14, 1787, guzzled enough alcohol to 
fell an army regiment: sixty bottles of claret, 
fifty-four bottles of Madeira, fifty bottles of “old 
stock,” vats of porter, cider and beer, and what 
has been described as “some” bowls of rum 
punch. They weren’t pledging their sacred honor; 
they were pledging a frat. So wild did the 
celebration get that City Tavern, a place quite 
familiar with drunkenness, took the unusual step 
of sending along a bill for breakage. 
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10.  This and that 
 
This chapter has all kinds of stuff that 

didn’t fit anywhere else, so I included it here. 
Some of these happened to me. I may have done 
some embellishing for dramatic purposes. 

 
 
 
I needed a few things for my tent, so I 

called Tent City in Buffalo. I asked if they had 
the pieces that made up the poles and was told 
they couldn’t help me. The person on the phone 
then said that they hadn’t carried tents for over 
ten years. 
I didn’t even consider asking about camels. 
 
 
 
 
 I walked into Blockbuster and asked, 
“Got Milk?” I found the movie, and on checking 
out, the guy behind the counter warned me about 
the graphic violence. I didn’t respond to that but 
it wasn’t a surprise to me. I mentioned that I was 
aware. He then added that people wanted their 
money back because of the violent images in the 
flick. 
Didn’t those complainers see that when they 
watched the movie in the theatre? 
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 My daughter and I went through the 
McDonald’s take-out window and I gave 
the clerk a five-dollar bill. Our total was $4.25, 
so I also handed her a quarter. She said, “You 
gave me too much money.” 

I said, “Yes, I know, but this way you can 
just give me a dollar bill back.” 

She sighed and went to get the 
manager who asked me to repeat my request. I 
did so, and he handed me back the quarter, and 
said, “We’re sorry but we can’t do that kind of 
thing.” The clerk then proceeded to give me back 
one dollar and seventy-five cents in change.  Do 
not confuse the clerks at Mickey Ds. 
I hope she doesn’t have to balance her register. 
 
 
 
 

We had to have the garage door repaired. 
The Sears repairman told us that one of our 
problems was that we did not have a large 
enough motor on the opener. I thought for a 
minute, and said that we had the largest one 
Sears made at that time, a 1/2 horsepower. He 
shook his head and said, “Lady, you need a 1/4 
horsepower.” I responded that 1/2 was larger 
than 1/4. He said,  “No, it’s isn’t. Four is larger 
than two.”  We haven’t used Sears repair since. 
Some people should pay more attention in math 
class. 
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 We’ve heard about the caution that 
should be used when fluoride toothpaste is relied 
on. I was reading The Magazine of the Sierra 
Club when I saw a letter that a doctor sent 
praising fluoride. He said that it was not to be 
avoided, advised to always rinse after using and 
not to swallow. He finished with the words, 
“Otherwise, it’s perfectly safe.” 
Gulp! I don’t think those two words really go 
together here. 
 
 
 
 
 In the same issue, there was mention of 
the Craighead twins and their work with 
tranquilizing grizzlies in order to study them. 
Many years ago, Frank – who passed away in 
Jackson, Wyoming in 2001 – once advised, 
“When releasing grizzlies, point them away from 
you.” 
That is a great point.  
 
 
 

I mentioned Soup Sales earlier and here’s  
another gem from his aforementioned book. 
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It was 1973 and Soupy and George Burns 
were attending a funeral and wound up in a 
funny situation. They sat down but noticed the 
seats next to them were reserved. Soupy asks 
George about those seats, who had no idea, but 
acknowledged that whoever it was had to be very 
important. Soon Bill Rosen, an owner of some 
LA restaurants, and Frank Costello – yeah, the 
gangster – sat in the seats. 

Costello looks over at Soupy and says, 
“Soupy Sales, I love you. You’re one of my 
favorites.” and he sticks out his hand to shake 
Soupy’s. 

“Thank you,” Soupy says, and couldn’t 
believe it. Frank Costello. A fan of his. It was 
exciting. 

George leans over and says, “Ask him if 
he’s carrying a gun.” 

Franks asks, “What did he say?” 
Without losing a beat, Soupy responds, 

“This isn’t any fun.” To which Costello 
mentions, “No, it isn’t.” 

George won’t let up so he says, “Ask him 
if he’s going to kill anybody.” 

Frank Costello shoots back with, “What 
did George just say?” 

Soupy saves the day by answering to 
Frank, “This isn’t a thrill for anybody,” and 
quietly says to George, “Cool it, George – you’re 
going to get us killed.” 

Fortunately, that was the end of it. 
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In my other books on missing 
intelligence, I offered an idea or two on 
something that Gilda Radnor could have 
blabbered on about as Emily Latella on 
Saturday Night. Here are two other 
possibilities. 

 
 

Emily: What’s all this fuss about computer 
tissues? I realize that those machines are 
so messed up that many users cry and 
probably swear at their PCs, but does the 
hardware need this product of the paper 
company? I never heard of a PC that 
would actually cry, but maybe Bill Gates 
had something to do with that. Perhaps 
the computers are bawling because they 
have all those bugs in them after being 
rushed to beat the competition. 

Jane:  It’s not computer tissues, but computer
 issues. 
Emily: Oh! That’s different. Never mind. 
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Emily: What’s all this fuss about pea parties? I
 love snap peas right out of the garden,
 but they’re only available in late spring 
 or early summer. They don’t last very 
 long. Sure, you can get the frozen ones 
 and they’re not bad, but nothing like 
 fresh off the vine. What bothers me is 
 when people combine peas with carrots 
 and pour that disgusting cream sauce 
 over the top. I love carrots too, but what a
 crummy combination. Of course, I may
 have it wrong and you’re referring to pee
 parties – since it’s a party, naturally there 
 will be beer and you know what drinking
 that liquid leads to. I just hope that the 
 house has more than one bathroom and 
 people don’t go outside looking for a tree 
 or fire hydrant. Of course, that’s better 
 than using a houseplant. 
Jane:  We’re not talking about pee parties, but 

tea parties. Urine the wrong frame of 
mind. 

Emily: Oh! That’s different. Never mind. 
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  An attorney calls Delta Airlines and asks, 
“Can you tell me how long it’ll take to fly from 
New York City to San Francisco?” 

The agent replies, “Just a minute.” 
“Thank you,” the attorney says, and 

hangs up. 
 

 
 

I’ve mentioned oxymorons and 
pleonasms in other books of mine, but this next 
definition, I’ve never heard of, until now. A 
paraprosdokian is a figure of speech in which 
the latter part of a sentence or phrase is 
surprising or unexpected in a way that causes the 
reader or listener to reframe or reinterpret the 
first part. It is frequently used for humorous or 
dramatic effect, sometimes producing an 
anticlimax. For this reason, it is extremely 
popular among comedians and satirists. 

 
 
 
I asked God for a bike, but I know God 

doesn’t work that way, so I stole a bike and 
asked for forgiveness. 
In his excellent book, The 4-hour Workweek, 
Timothy Ferriss advises us to not ask permission 
first, but proceed without it and apologize later. 
This idea is very progressive and gets things 
done. 
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 Going to church doesn’t make you a 
Christian any more than standing in a garage 
makes you a car. 

 
 
 
 
I thought I wanted a career, turns out I 

just wanted paychecks. 
You went to school to get smart – mission 
accomplished. 
 
 
 
 

The last thing I want to do is hurt you, 
but it’s still on the list. 

 
 
 

 
If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 

Sometimes it’s better not to say a thing to some 
people, since that’s like talking to a wall. 

 
 

 
 

We never really grow up; we only learn 
how to act in public. 
This is not necessarily true in all cases. 
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 Knowledge is appreciating that a tomato 
is a fruit; wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 
 
 
 
 

I didn’t say it was your fault, I said I was 
blaming you. 
 
 
 
 
 To steal ideas from one person is 
plagiarism; to pilfer from many is research. 
I do a great deal of research. This practice 
results in more truth than plagiarism. In my 
mind this investigation isn’t stealing. 

 
 
 
 
A bus station is where a bus stops. A 

train station is where a train stops. On my desk, I 
have a work station. 
I’ve always wondered why they call it a work 
station when it just sits there, doing nothing 
without me. 
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 On the Evening News, they begin with 
“Good evening,” and then proceed to tell you 
why it isn’t. 
I stopped watching those programs years ago. If 
you want to be informed and have a few laughs 
as well, I recommend The Daily Show with Jon 
Stewart, The Tonight Show with Jay Leno and 
The Colbert Report with Stephen Colbert. 

 
 
 
 
A bank is a place that will lend you 

money, if you can prove that you don’t need it. 
Smart people have known this for years. Banks 
are some of my favorite places, along with 
supermarkets. 
 
 
 
 

Why does someone believe you when 
you say there are four billion stars, but check 
when you say the paint is wet? 
Maybe, they’re just tired and want to sit on the 
bench, or they aren’t that good at math. Wearing 
painter’s pants solves the problem. 
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 Why do Americans choose from just two 
people to run for president and fifty for Miss 
America? 
As bad as some presidents have been, I wouldn’t 
want some of the winners of the Miss America 
contest – based on their answers to questions – 
to be in charge of the country. Thankfully, the 
swimsuit competition in political races ended 
after the War of 1812. 

 
 
 
 
Whenever I fill out an application, in the 

part that says, “In an emergency, notify:” I put, 
“DOCTOR.” 

 
 
 
 
A clear conscience is usually the sign of a 

bad memory. 
 
 
 
 
You do not need a parachute to skydive. 

You only need a parachute to skydive twice. 
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The voices in my head may not be real, 
but they have some good ideas. 

 
 
 
 
Always borrow money from a pessimist. 

He won’t expect it back. 
That’s provided he’ll part with the money. 

 
 
 
 
I used to be indecisive. Now I’m not sure. 

It sounds like you may have a future in 
management. 

 
 
 
 
A diplomat is someone who can tell you 

to go to hell in such a way that you will look 
forward to the trip. 
I thought that was a politician or salesman. 
 
 
 
 

Money can’t buy happiness, but it sure 
makes misery easier to live with. 
Alternatively, money can’t buy happiness, but 
it’s way ahead of whatever is in second place. 
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 I discovered I scream the same way 
whether I’m about to be devoured by a great 
white shark or if a piece of seaweed touches my 
foot. 
Staying out of the water may end the screaming 
in both cases.  
 
 
 
 

I always take life with a grain of salt, plus 
a slice of lemon, and a shot of tequila. 

 
 
 
 
You’re never too old to learn something 

stupid. 
Isn’t that what’s called trivia? 

 
 
 
 
To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first 

and call whatever you hit the target. 
Thank goodness, doctors don’t use surgical 
strikes. 

 
 
 
 
Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be. 
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I went out and bought a hybrid Hummer 
– I’m an artist and I did it for the alliteration. 
The mileage is so bad that most of my trips are 
to the gas station. 
 
 
 
 

A bus is a vehicle that runs twice as fast 
when you are after it as when you are in it. 
You may be better off calling in sick or taking the 
subway. 
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11. Making fun of old people 
 

They say people who live in glass houses 
shouldn’t throw stones, but really think about it. 
What were they thinking? The heating bills are 
out of site. I hope they bought glass that keeps 
out the cold in winter as well as the heat in 
summer. Don’t they like privacy? Anyway, 
being a senior citizen, maybe I should have left 
this chapter out. Since laughs are important, it’s 
still here. Don’t forget, I’m only the messenger. 

 
 
 
An elderly gentleman had serious hearing 

problems for a number of years. He went to the 
doctor and the doctor was able to have him fitted 
for a set of hearing aids that allowed the 
gentleman to hear one hundred percent. 

He went back in a month to the doctor 
and the doctor said, “Your hearing is perfect. 
Your family must be really pleased that you can 
hear again.” 

The gentleman replied, “Oh, I haven’t 
told my family yet. I just sit around and listen to 
the conversations. I’ve changed my will three 
times.” 
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An elderly couple had dinner at another 
couple’s house. After eating, the wives left the 
table and went into the kitchen. The two 
gentlemen were talking, and one said, “Last 
night we went out to a new restaurant and it was 
really great. I recommend it very highly.” 

The other man said, “What’s the name of 
the restaurant?” 

The first man thought and thought and 
finally said, “What is the name of that flower 
you give to someone you love? You know – the 
one that’s red and has thorns.” 

“Do you mean a rose?” 
“Yes, that’s the one,” replied the man. He 

then turned towards the kitchen and yelled, 
“Rose, what’s the name of that restaurant we 
went to last night?” 
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Two elderly gentlemen from a retirement 
center were sitting on a bench under a tree when 
one turns to the other and says, “Slim, I’m 83 
years old now and I’m just full of aches and 
pains. I know you’re about my age. How do you 
feel?” 

Slim says, “I feel just like a newborn 
baby.” 

“Really? Like a newborn baby?” 
“Yep. No hair, no teeth, and I think I just 

wet my pants.” 
 

 
 
 
Hospital regulations require a wheel chair 

for patients being discharged. However, while 
working as a student nurse, I found one elderly 
gentleman already dressed and sitting on the bed 
with a suitcase at his feet, who insisted he didn’t 
need my help to leave the hospital. After a chat 
about rules being rules, he reluctantly let me 
wheel him to the elevator. 

On the way down I asked him if his wife 
was meeting him. “I don’t know,” he said. 
“She’s still upstairs in the bathroom changing 
out of her hospital gown.” 
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A senior citizen said to his eighty-year 
old buddy, “So I hear you're getting married?” 

“Yep.” 
“Do I know her?” 
“Nope.” 
“This woman, is she good looking?” 
“Not really.” 
“Is she a good cook?” 
“Naw, she can’t cook too well.” 
“Does she have lots of money?” 
“Nope. Poor as a church mouse.” 
“Well, then, why in the world do you 

want to marry her?” 
“Because she can still drive.” 

 
 
 
 

Three old guys are out walking. The first 
one says, “Windy, isn’t it?” 

The second one says, “No, it’s 
Thursday.” 

The third one says, “So am I. Let’s go get 
a beer.” 
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A couple in their nineties are both having 
problems remembering things. During a 
checkup, the doctor tells them that they’re 
physically okay, but they might want to start 
writing things down to help them remember. 
Later that night, while watching TV, the old man 
gets up from his chair. “Want anything while I’m 
in the kitchen?” he asks. 

“Will you get me a bowl of ice cream?” 
“Sure.” 
“Don’t you think you should write it 

down so you can remember it?” she asks. 
“No, I can remember it.” 
“Well, I’d like some strawberries on top, 

too. Maybe you should write it down, so as not 
to forget it?” 

He says, “I can remember that. You want 
a bowl of ice cream with strawberries.” 

“I’d also like whipped cream. I’m certain 
you’ll forget that, write it down,” she says. 

Irritated, he says, “I don’t need to write it 
down, I can remember it. Ice cream with 
strawberries and whipped cream. I got it, for 
goodness sake.” 

Then he toddles into the kitchen. After 
about twenty minutes, the old man returns from 
the kitchen and hands his wife a plate of bacon 
and eggs. She stares at the plate for a moment. 
“Where’s my toast?” 
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A man was telling his neighbor, “I just 
bought a new hearing aid. It cost me four 
thousand dollars, but it’s state of the art. It’s 
perfect.” 

“Really, answered the neighbor. “What 
kind is it?” 

“Twelve thirty.” 
 

 
 
 

Morris, an 82 year-old man, went to the 
doctor to get a physical. A few days later, the 
doctor saw Morris walking down the street with 
a gorgeous young woman on his arm. 

A couple of days later, the doctor spoke 
to Morris and said, “You’re really doing great, 
aren’t you?” 

Morris replied, “Just doing what you 
said, Doc: “Get a hot mamma and be cheerful.” 

The doctor said, “I didn’t say that. I said, 
“You’ve got a heart murmur; be careful.” 
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An elderly man goes into a brothel and 
tells the madam he would like a young girl for 
the night. Surprised, she looks at the ancient man 
and asks how old he is. 

“I’m ninety years old,” he says. 
“Ninety.” replies the woman. “Don’t you 

realize you’ve had it?” 
“Oh, sorry,” says the old man. “How 

much do I owe you?” 
 
 
 
Here are a few questions having to do 

with senior citizens. 
 
 
 

Question:  Is it common for senior citizens to
 have problems with short-term memory
 storage?  
Answer:  Storing memory isn’t the real problem; 
 retrieving it is.  
 
 
 
 
Question:  How can you avoid that terrible curse
 of the elderly wrinkles?  
Answer:  Take off your glasses. 
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Question:  Where can men who are over the
 age of sixty find younger, sexy  women
 who are interested in them?  
Answer:  Try a bookstore under fiction.  
 
 
 
 
Question:  What is the most common  remark
 made by seniors when they enter antique
 stores?  
Answer:  “Gosh, I remember these.” 
 
 
 
 
Question:  What can a man do while his wife is
 going through menopause? 
Answer:  Keep busy.  If you’re handy with tools,
 you can finish the basement.  When
 you’re done you’ll have a place to live. 
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12.  Questions you shouldn’t ask 
 

I’m sure you’ve heard someone say, more 
times than you’d like to hear, that there are no 
dumb questions. These people haven’t been to 
press conferences or business meetings.  I 
elaborate on this assertion that yes, there are 
some truly dumb questions – some more than 
others. This I mentioned in one of my 2008 
books. Not that long ago, the people at Molson 
took this to a new level with ridiculous questions 
on the back of each bottle of Canadian beer. I 
realize it’s for laughs, but I think they’re just 
plain dumb. Maybe they came up with the idea 
after having too many brews. 

I should be receiving a check from them 
for this promotion. Yeah, that’ll happen. 
 
 
 
If I have a staph infection, do I have to hire more 
people, even if from a temporary agency? 
 
 
 
 
Can I pick up mail at the Newman Center? 
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Why doesn’t Tarzan have a beard? 
Maybe there’s a Walgreens or Rite-aid in the 
jungle. 
 
 
 
 
Would Venus de Milo be classified as a statue 
with limitations? 
 
 
 
 
Would an alligator having trouble functioning be 
considered to have reptile dysfunction? 
 
 
 
 
Has anyone been in contact with angel’s 
advocates? 
I think that there are too many of the other kind. 
 
 
 
 
Are people with diarrhea on board ship supposed 
to go to the poop deck? 
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Why do we press harder on a remote control 
when we know the batteries are getting dead?  
 
 
 
 
Why is it that no matter what color bubble bath 
you use the bubbles are always white? 
 
 
 
 
Is there ever a day that mattresses aren’t on sale? 
 
 
 
 
If I shampoo with nitroglycerin, will I have 
bangs in my hair? 
 
 
 
 
Why do people constantly return to the 
refrigerator with hopes that something new to eat 
will have materialized? 
 
 
 
 
Why doesn’t my phone have a hook? 
It still rings enough times. 
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How do those dead bugs get into those enclosed 
light fixtures? 
They must know someone. 
 
 
 
 
How come you never hear father-in-law jokes? 
Maybe it’s time for a movement on this since 
these people have rights too. 
 
 
 
 
Does Army ever play Old Navy in football? 
If so, I think I know which team will come out 
victorious. 
 
 
 
 
If I retire, and therefore am no longer a 
professional, am I an amateur or an 
unprofessional? 
 
 
 
 
Is Old Spice an appropriate name for a 
deodorant? 
You may need to think about that one. 
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Is it a coincidence that President Barack 
Obama’s dog is a Portuguese water dog and 
George W. Bush was a big fan of water 
boarding? 
 
 
 
 
Right after an electrical storm, you can see a 
preponderance of earthworms on the ground. 
They’re just shocked out of the ground and come 
up to see what’s going on. Is it a coincidence that 
after a similar meteorological happening in my 
youth, my mom prepared spaghetti for dinner? 
They weren’t that bad tasting. 
 
 
 
 
Did Pol Pot smoke marijuana? 
 
 
 
 
Do members of Congress have the same baggage 
restrictions when flying as ordinary travelers, 
since theirs is political? 
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Is it true that you don’t see many quarter horses 
because there is a shortage of silver? 
 
 
 
 
If I’m a pig, am I in more danger of contracting 
swine flu? 
Stay away from the buffets. 
 
 
 
 
Do people participating in auctions have bidness 
addresses? 
 
 
 
 
If the concept of the daily grind of commuting to 
work and being stuck in rush-hour traffic can be 
described as the rat race, are the participants 
rats? 
Maybe some, but the real ones are the greedy 
CEOs. 
 
 
 
 
Do books on podiatry have more footnotes than 
other books? 
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Can I get the H1N1 virus if I speak Pig Latin? 
 
 
 
 
If Rush Limbaugh stated that he would leave the 
country if health care passed into law and he’s 
still broadcasting on the radio, why don’t we 
hear a mariachi band in the background? 
Maybe it’s siesta time. 
 
 
 
 
If you visit the Broadway Market in Buffalo, you 
can purchase European-style, beautifully hand 
painted wooden eggs. If I bake a black forest 
cake, can I use those eggs? 
 
 
 
 
If Einstein was so smart, how come he didn’t 
have a better barber? 
Maybe that was the haircut he got and he wasn’t 
complaining. 
 
 
 
 
Can I get a decaffeinated coffee enema so I 
won’t have trouble sleeping? 
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When the Iraqi journalist tossed shoes at the 
President, did George W. Bush think, “Those are 
nice – I wonder where he found them?” 
 
 
 
 
Do you ever let down your security guard? 
If so, you better start searching for another one. 
 
 
 
 
How does an artist paint unstill life? 
Maybe a skateboard or roller blades will help. 
 
 
 
 
Are toothpicks made by people from splinter 
groups? 
 
 
 
 
Will I be radioactive if I buy an atomic clock? 
If so, I’ll be able to see the time during a power 
outage. 
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Does someone have to get treatment if someone 
else is brutally honest? 
 
 
 
 
If I’m served pop – that’s soda for many readers, 
but it wouldn’t make sense – will I have to worry 
about a weasel? 
 
 
 
 
What songs can you play on a shoehorn? 
How about the title song from the movie, 
Footloose, or Kick Out the Jams by MC5. 
 
 
 
 
Does a bridal thunderstorm indicate that the 
marriage won’t go smoothly? 
 
 
 
 
When a person tilts her head before a picture is 
taken, is she trying to get water out of her head 
from the lake? 
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Did anyone ever see a rock sleeping? Does it fall 
into that state quicker if it’s stoned? 
 
 
 
 
If someone has loose vowels, do you tell him 
about the consonants? 
 
 
 
 
Can I use a poly binder if my parrot is overcome 
with diarrhea? 
Only if he does a lot of filing. 
 
 
 
 
Was the underwear bomber wearing boxers or 
briefs? 
 
 
 
 
Does someone who herds or cares for livestock 
wear Wrangler jeans? 
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At festivals and fairs, why do children riding 
ponies have on helmets, but no seatbelts? 
 
 
 
 
Shouldn’t the word blog be pronounced as two 
syllables, bull log? 
 
 
 
 
Did David Suzuki ever drive a motorcycle? 
 
 
 
 
Were Laurence Olivier and Richard Burton ever 
assessed a sir charge? 
 
 
 
 
What exactly is the role of the police in New 
Hampshire, the Live Free or Die state? 
 
 
 
 
Would Herman Cain have been better off if his 
name was Abel? 
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Does the expression online have a different 
meaning for Nik Wallenda? 
 
 
 
 
If someone in my family is anal retentive, do I 
need to buy another thermometer? 
 
 
 
 
Is there any significance that most of the letters 
of the word sales are found in sleazy? 
 
 
 
 
Would it be gluttony if someone, at one sitting, 
devoured a loaf of gluten-free bread? 
 
 
 
 
If we run out of that slimy black stuff that comes 
out of the ground, how can I burn the midnight 
oil? 
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When a foot locker is opened, why don’t we see 
any appendages inside? 
 
 
 
 
Should an obese person ever say, “I have a lot on 
my plate,” when then may be the issue? 
 
 
 
 
If someone is on FACEBOOK but hasn’t 
included an identifying image, why does one 
show up without a face? 
 
 
 
 
Does bleed in the book business refer to what 
happens to the writer – without whose efforts 
there wouldn’t be any book – after the agent, 
Amazon, bookstores, distributor, printer and 
publisher get through scooping up so much of 
the profits? 
 
 
 

The answer to this next question will be 
in my next book on missing intelligence. 
Do fish ever get thirsty? 
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 The following question comes from 
Loraine, which is a fitting conclusion to the 
book. I met her at an arts and crafts festival a few 
months ago. 
 
Why are there more horses asses than horses? 
 
 
 

For those of you who can’t wait, and just 
in case this is the last book in the for seeing eye 
dog only series, here’s the answer to the question 
about fish getting thirsty. I think that this reply – 
unlike much of the rest of this book – is on the 
up and up, whatever that means. First comes my 
answer. 
Maybe those fish go to AA meetings. 
 

The real answer is Yes. No one can 
survive for long in saltwater, fish included. A 
gentleman at the Naples Grape Festival on 
September 26, 2009 told me this. 
 
 
 
 
Has Steven Wright ever been wrong? 
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